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" Dispossession
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"Rl 1
1 No man island entire of itself* every man v
; isa e continent, a part of the main
L PE%F ot % \ P
4 - . -John Donne .

q =~ e g 1“(\! -
3 _ The ‘island’ is imagined ?' utely undesirable space, a
space ofsolitude, separation ah nnectedness from the rest of
the world. Thesimagined island space oscillates between extremes’
idj?IJicfisnlatéd, dreamy{mfsf&riuus, vulnérable/dangerous,
*  havenjtrap, innocence/criminality, utopia/dystopia and so-on
"f Y ;Laﬂ;en leaving out the grey areas which are the lived experienceof
. theislanders.

i o . . L

% = Asallmarginalised communities everywhere, the islanders ; _.-f
have a minimal role in contributing4o global warming, but gl

they do bear the brunt of the climate crisis the most. In 2001 v g -

: the United Mation's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
| ( . Change [IPCC) predicted that global sea level would rise by
| * 985 ems by 2100, thereby making low lying islands like

Maldives uninhabitable. Maldivian President Mohamed
Nasheed and ministers holding an underwater cabinet
meeting in 2009, ahead of the UN climate change meeting
in Copenhagen, was a wake-up call for the world and a cry
| for global cooperation in mitigating climate crisis.
| Worldwide, islands have become the centre of climate
discussions, but in India we had a different discussion
around ourislands.
i India's coral islands, the Union Territory of Laksha-
dweep, was the centre of controversy after the
. appointment of the new Administrator Praful Khoda Patel
.\Y in December 2020, scandalous for demaolishing the
l houses, evicting and displacing the indigenous fisher
< community in Daman in 2019, coercing Kannan
Ly . Gopinathan in 2019 elections, for abetting the suicide of
N the MP Mohan Delkar this year His relaxing of the
s guarantine measures initiated the Covid episode in
) Lakshadweep which was Covid free for a year, even when
i every other part of the country was affected. This was the
ks first trigger of unrest in the archepelago. What followed was
just chaos, myriad Covid cases, manydeaths, new draconian
B{ E laws, massive protests, primetime news debates for months
v and so on, The new adnﬁnis_tration's "development’ policies
Y ‘i . with crony capitalist interests and their iron-handed hasty
- {“mplementatinn"y.r{th@t any democratic consensus
\- 5\ . { demonstrated poignantly tfie dangers that the Hindutwa state
. o can pusE“cur-'glir democracy. .\ .
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Y s | RO\ e ffﬂn@lﬁﬂ%!ﬂ!l | ot - e
. | \} oy i

Vg™

L

e

OB A e T e



The fate of the indigenous
population of Diego Garcia, an island in
the Chagos archipelago, who were
forcibly displaced to Seychelles and
Mauritius islands between 1960s and
705 for the US to set up a military base
in the British occupied island, is just
one among many such examples world
wide. This strategic base in the
southern Indian Ocean was pivotal in
the US operations in Irag and
Afghanistan. The covert and unlawful
transfer of power from traditional
colonialists Lo neocelonialists resulted
in the dispossession of the islanders
who had already been uprooted from
their homelands generations back by
the British for coconut plantation
works. The Chagossians have been
fighting for justice since long and in
2019 the International Court of Justice
ruled in favour of their right to return
to their island and to decolonise the
Chagos archipelago. But the US and UK
have no plans to comply yet. Following
a rather similar strategy, India signed
an Moll with Mauritius in 2015 for the
improvement of sea and air transport
facilities at Agalega islands of Mauritius
in the guise of ameliorating the
conditions of the inhabitants of the
remote island and the islanders fear a
similar fate awaiting them as that of the
Chagossians, The Indian state which is
notorious for fighting its own people,
be it in central India, north-east India
or Kashmir has now found a territory
for expanding the corporate-state
nexus. Hence the fate of Chagossians,
the same fate that Apalegans fear, might
be the remote future for Lakshadwee-
pians

The latest crisis of democracy that Lakshadweep faced was
infact just a ripple effect of neoliberal policies that were adopted
ata global level yvears back. In his paper "Blue Growth: Savior Or
Ocean Grabbing?” Mads Barbesgaard observes thatin 2015
myriad international conferences on ‘Invest in the Blue Economy’
and 'blue growth’ were held in which the key actors among
various environmental organisations like World Wide Fund for
Nature were, the financial sector including World Bank, Credit
Suisse, Goldman Sachs and even military companies like Lockheed
Martin. He observes: “In the run-up to the WOS (World Ocean
Summit), luring reports like "The Ocean Prosperity Roadmap’
were put out giving guidance to decision-makers on marine and
coastal resource management strategies that purportedly would
‘maximise economic, conservation and societal benefit’. With the
coinciding claim from WWF that the ocean's "economic
powerhouse' could be valued at USD 24 trillion, such strategies
were deemed crucial.” The Indian government also invited
international and Indian corporates to invest in this growing blue
economy. Since 2014, 'blue revolution’ and 'blue economy” have
been favourite buzzwords of the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.
But over the years these Blue economic policies that are aimed at
capitalising the ocean resources and using the coast for
developmental activities to ald the process have resulted in
dispossessing the coastal communities of their right to land, sea
and livelihood,

Since 2014, 'blue revolution' and 'blue
economy' have been favourite buzzwords
of the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
But over the years these Blue economic
policies that are cimed ot capitalising the
ocedan resources and using the coast for
developmental activities to aid the
process have resulted in dispossessing
the coastal communities of their right to
land, sea and livelihood.
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Even very basic requirements like
communication and transportation facilities
or better healthcare and educational
infrastructure that the island population has
been demanding slnce long have often been
disregarded or been stuck in bureaucratic
red tapism or tied up in environmental
regulations. But all these obstacles suddenly
vanish when corporates and the Hindutwa
state embark on a mission to make
Lakshadweep a tourism paradise. The
Administration is going ahead with the
Maldives model villa project even though
environmentalists have pointed out that it
will be too heavy in terms of the carrying
capacity of the islands and also the
ecological damage it can cause to the coral
recfs, This year the Administration invited
global tender for building 230 beach villas
and 140 water villas in Suheli, Minicoy and
Kadmat islands, the former uninhabited and
the latter two inhabited islands. In addition
to being a threat to the environment these
villas will interfere with the traditional
sustainable pole and line fishing practices of
the islanders as in losing fishing spots,
standing in the way of the entry/exit routes
of fishing boats, loss of landing and post
harvest area on the beaches etc. Under the
new circumstances the islanders will be
forced to leave their non-exploitative
sustainable fishing techniques which have
been crucial in preserving the ecological
balance. Marine biologists have noted that
Maldivian villa tourism even in uninhabited
and artificial islands is suffocating the reef
ecosystem. Maldives amended its
constitution and allowed foreign investors
to hold freehold land for a minimum
investment of 1 billion dollars and due to
corrupt and weak governance the investors
have started claiming more land and reef
areas. Though Maldives always promotes
itself as the eco-tourism destination, the
Maldives model is best example that
unregulated corporate capitalism can never
support sustainable development as its
existence is depended on enhancing its
territory. This model is also about how top
politicians from President to ministers
amassed millions from corporate deals
instead of the money going to public funds.
And this is the model the Indian
government has decided to adopt for one of
its most vulnerable territories.

The idea of unscrupulous development is
often sugar-coated by prefixing the word

'sustainable’ before 'development’ when the only thing
sustained is exploitation of the underprivileged communities
for the resources they helped conserve for generations. The
idea of sustainable development as such is not an
impossibility. But it requires the state to ensure democratic
participation of the people as equal stakeholders as the
corporates, right from policymaking, to planning, to
implementing. Else it will be unequal development leading in
the concentration of wealth with some and extreme
deprivation of many. As opposed to the traditional idea of
conserving nature from human beings, no conservation is truly
meaningful without considering the dependant people and
their livelihood.

Capitalising on the resources of the island ecosystem and
transforming the island into a commercialised and militarised
space bypassing all democratic procedures for such drastic
measures would only result in the dispossession of the
islanders and in converting the land and sea and its resources
into commodities for corporate exploitation. The
Administration’s attempts to appropriate the land of islanders
with the cunning clauses in the Draft Lakshadweep
Development Authority 2021 (LDAR) is a clear sign of the
state's plan to convert the spaces of domicile and sites of boat
landing and harvesting as state property which can be either
leased or sold to corporates for tourism or used by the state
for administrative or military purposes. These regulations
alienate the islanders from their own land and make them land
grabbers if they did not pay heavy rent for the land in which
they have been living for centuries. These regulations violate
the very basis of the condition of development activities in the
island, which is the Integrated Island Management Plan as per
the Island Protection Zone (IPZ) notification of 2011 that
clearly say that the local self government should be consulted
in all such matters.

There was an onslaught of legal reformations this year,
many of them were blatantly opposed to the cultural, religious
and livelihood practices of the islanders like: omitting meat
[rom the midday meal menu of school students, the Animal
Preservation Regulation banning the import of Beef to the
islands and restrictions on even temporary sheds for fishing
related activities along the shore like boat landing or fish
processing, cutting off ties with Kerala and moving major




shipping connections to Mangalore, shifting
the jurisdiction to Karnataka High Court and
most importantly, the Panchayat Regulation
taking away all the major decision making
powers of the Panchayat in sectors like Health
and Education. The Administration has
started efforts to severe the relationship with
the Education sector in Kerala as far as
possible. Many courses under the Calicut
University Centres have been discontinued
blaming poor results and low admissions and
new courses have been started under
Pondicherry University this year. A record
number of dismissals of contract employees
have taken place this year in every
Department in all the islands in the name of
Covid related austerity and even regular
Government employees have been threatened

to lose their job if they protest against
government policies on the pretext of
perfurmance analysis. This attempt to make
the islanders economically weak is a tricky
way to control them.

Another tactic the Administration used to

control the dissent among the people was to
agitate them by forcefully trying to implement
the new laws arbitrarily and then characlerise
the otherwise peace-loving people of
Lakshadweep as terrorists charging the
protestors with Prevention of Anti-Social
Activities Regulation (PASA) and Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA). An incident
where drugs and AK-47 rifles were
confiscated from a Srilankan boat near
Minicoy, an island in Lakshadweep, was used
by the Administration to add to this image and
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to diminish the support for the
protests, though there was no
evidence of any involvement of any
Lakshadweepian or any connection
with the islands.The fact that the
entire native population of
Lakshadweep is Muslim, made it an
easy and favoured target for the
Hindutwa state to put the terrorist tag
and for the mainstream public to
believe such official narratives.

Lakshadweep, as a region has
always been stereotyped in the
popular narratives as easily
susceptible to terrorist activities. Be it
in the movies like Sinjar, Malik, or even
in a Metflix series The Family Man the
terrorism links of islanders or
terrorists using the island as a hideout
have a commeon pattern. In the
Mational award winning movie Sinjar
the plot revolves around the life of two
Lakshadweepian women Suhra and
Fida who are rescued from I515 and
brought back to the Island. Two
Lakshadweepian women Ayisha
Sulthana and Faseela [brahim were
under the 'anti-national’ radar of our
mainstream media and public for
months for voicing their dissent.
Incidentally, we can remember the two
Maldivian women, Marivam Rasheeda
and Fousia Hassan who were arrested
in Kerala in the ISRO espionage case in
1994 and tortured by police and media
alike for years. Their island identity
had made them extremely vulnerable
in the far off foreign mainland. The
real life implications of such racist
island narratives can be life changing
for the islanders.

In such precarious circumstances
what is the way forward for
Lakshadweep? Gail Omvedt opines in
her “Capitalism and Globalisation,
Dalits and Adivasis” that the most
progressive demand against the threat
of the increasing extraction of natural
resources and their channelling to the
world market via multinationals, the
state and local power holders, is
gaining local control over the forest
and its resources and she cites the
example of the North eastern hill
peoples who have community control
over their resources unlike the
adivasis elsewhere in India, thereby



having a better standard of living. Until the
adwvent of the new laws the situation was
zimilar for Lakshadweep also as the
islanders had more or less control over their
resources both in land and sea as they were
protected as Scheduled Tribes; outsiders
could not own land or businesses there,
they had autonomy over the resources in
the sea though they did not have much
bargaining power in the international
market. [f the government really cared
about the welfare of the islanders they
should intervene proactively in trade
regulations and ensure that the island
fishers get their due profit as per the
international standards, they should
encourage in entrepreneurship among
islanders in tourism or in processing their
fish or other natural resources sustainably.
Rather than constructing new villas in small
islands with high population density,
onboard lourism or home stay tourism can
be promoted. Apart from exploiting and
burdening the island ecology the new
proposed Villa projects will only exploit the
islanders' labour largely for menial jobs and
further alienate them from any meaningful
development. Any sustainable tourism
project in the islands should involve the
partnership of the islanders or else will lead
to ecological disaster and human rights
crisis, And again everything comes back to
the big question of democracy in the islands,
or the lack of it. Being a Union Territory,
Lakshadweep, without a legislative
assembly, the islanders do not have much
say in their governance. Now with the

Phato Courtesy: Muhamared Sajid Aminl T

- -
taw
-h--...___‘."_:___r.
AT
-y
o akm ey

— l*-l-.lr-n_- T

Panchayat Regulation any sense of self governance or self
determination is also lost forever.

Therefore, the new developmental policies transform
Lakshadweep from a space where the islanders were
peacefully dwelling engaged in fishing and coconut farming to
a commaodity that is marketable, a territory that is owned by
the state and a strategic outpost for India to enhance its
geopaolitical control over the Indian ocean by deftly
dispossessing the islanders. The democratic resistance by
'Save Lakshadweep Forum' and the political parties in the
island, very few favourable interim judicial interventions and
the unflinching support extended by neighbouring states of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu who have historical ties with the island
communities are only some rays of hope in the bleak skies of
the future of Lakshadweep. But more than anything, what has
kept the people of Lakshadweep together all these years and
will in the years to come is their undying spirit of resilience
and survival. With that spirit, the islands which have always
been thought of as peripheral to the nation, can take the
vanguard of people's struggle for democracy in the country. In
solidarity with that spirit.
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mode in teaching and learning’. As
the note says, BL is in line with the

proposed New Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, It is claimed as an
z attempt to develop so called 21
il *

Bt~ century skills and achieve 'education
Dr. Shacheendran.V 4.0

THE PROPOSED KEY CHANGES
The following are the key changes
proposed in the concept note;

1. The compulsory use of online
B LE N DE D lEA RN I N G - learning resources and digital

infrastructure in HEls for teaching

CAN IT BE MADE COMPULSORY ?

learning.
2. The use of online platforms,
ABSTRACT softwares and digital devices as an
With more than 51,000 institutions, India’s higher education  integral part of the learning by the
system is already one of the largest in the world and in terms students of higher education.
of enrollment; it is second only to China 1. In order to make the 3. Introducing pedagogical
best use of its demographic advantages, we need to develop changes in teaching and evaluation
appropriate measures in higher education system in India. such as flipped class room, open
However, the proposed concept note of Blended Learning (BL) book examination, and so on for the
seems to be far away from the realities and having logical programmes in higher education.
inconsistencies. The present article critically analyses the 4. Introducing 30per cent to
'‘Blended Mode of Teaching and Learning: Concept 70per cent online mode of learning
MNote' issued by UGC, for a programme per semester.
Key Words: Blended learning, UGC, Higher Education, online 5. Proposing of the so called
learning ‘educational transformations’ in the
form of flexibility and quality, needs
INTRODUCTION and interest oriented, student

centricity, learning through the real

“lustice is not only the absence of oppression; it is the :
world and learning or exams on

presence of opportunily.” Barack Obama

demand.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has issued a 6. Suggesting six building
concept note on Blended Learning (BL). It contains several blocks for ‘academic Bank Credit’
'innovative’ ideas and proposals for an implementation in the which are emphasizing on-
institutions of Higher Education (HEIs) in India. The concept a. Any subject combination for
note states BL as an "effective blend of online and face to face study

b. Merging regular, distance, online
and virtual modes of learning

c. Flexihility to study in any
national/ international institution

d. Converting credits into degrees/
diplomas

e. Enabling lifelong learning by
removing a fixed time factor in
education

ISSUES AND CONCERNS
Any attempt to modernize and
improve the existing system of
higher education system should be




accepted, if it is within the realities and
permits an inclusive, equitable and
accessible education. While reading
through the concept note, apparently,
one may be getting a feeling that he/she
is talking about higher education system
of a developed country in the world,
which is fully equipped with digital
infrastructure, having enough funding
for HEls and has uniform distribution of
population in terms of their capacity
and potentials. It proposes even upto
F0per cent mandatory component of
online teaching-learning (using digital
devices and softwares).

The concept note seems to have forgot,
the following hard realities about the
system ;

» Digital infrastructure in India

As per the recent NSO survey 2 on
digital education divide, across India,
only one in 1Makhs household has
computer, whether a desktop, laptop or
tablet. Only 25per cent of all homes
have internet facilities accessed via a
fixed or mobile network using any
device including smart phones, As per
the 2011 Census, 68.8 per cent of

country’s population and 72.4 per cent of workforce
resided in rural areas. According to NS0 survey, the rural
households with computer is only 4.4per cent. The urban
households with computer are only 23.4 per cent. The rural
households with internet is only 14.9 per cent. The urban
households with internet are 42 per cent. The existing
Urban Rural divide is visible. In Rural India, only 15 per
cent are connected to the internet, As far access and
utilization, 20 per cent of Indian above the age of 5 years
only hade the basic digital literacy. It is just 40 per cent in
the critical age group 15 to 29 years, the group in which
high school and students of higher education falls). There
are only less than 20 per cent internet penetration even
states with software hubs. According to a recent report
published by world data speed monitoring platform Ookla,
[ndia ranks at 129th position in a list of 138 countries in
terms of data speed. The average 4G internet speed in India
is even lower than countries like Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Myanmar. The download speed still remains very poor in
almost all parts of India. 3

= Spending capacity of citizens

Pew Research Center, using World Bank data, has estimated
that the number of poor in India (with income of $2 per day
or less in purchasing power parity) has more than doubled
from 60 million to 134 million in just a year due to the
pandemic-induced recession. The United Mations estimated
the number of poor in the country to be 364 million in
2019, or 28 per cent of the population.

= Government level spending on higher education

In 1964, the Kothari Commission had recommended an
allocation of 6 per cent of GDP towards education sector. It
was endorsed by the National Policy of Education, two
decades later in 1986. Though NEP 2020 also advocates
spending 6 per cent of GDP towards education, it was only
3.1 per cent in 2019-20. It is true that with 51,649
institutions and 37.6 million students, one of the largest
higher education systems in the world, India has shortage
of funds to serve ever growing needs of funds for higher
education. To be direct, the concept note on Blended
learning (BL) is to be withdrawn on the following grounds

1. Asevidenced above, India has to travel many more
miles to make online learning as a mandatory component in
HEIs. In fact, even at present, when it optional, we are
taking the advantage of online sources and platforms to the
extent possible. Those who are disadvantageous, remain
satisfied with offline resources and methods for learning.
Considering the present ICT infrastructure and the status of
the country as elaborated abowve, it is not fair to ask to do
maore than that. Making online learning mandatory would
mean the denial of learning opportunities for the masses in
the country. Unfortunately the concept note does not show
a stock of the digital devices available per capita and ICT
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infrastructure available in rural India. Education
when becomes a right, should be provided for
everyone, It should not be restricted to
economically creamy layer stratum. It should be
ensured to the poorest of the poor, one who
cannot buy a computer, also. India’s huge
population size does matter, when it comes to
the decisions of higher education also.
Geographical disparity, backwardness and non-
connectivity ete also should be kept in mind,
before proposing a BL type of approach.

2. The agenda behind proposing BL is
doubtful. If it has only positive intentions like
using online resources for teaching-learning,
then mandatory BL framework is unwarranted,
Because, even now many of the teachers are
using online resources and digital devices for
teaching and learning. Many teachers have
completed SWAYAM based MOOCs, attended
online workshops and webinars, accessed online
materials available in various databases and
centers. Many of the teachers invariably refer
online sources for clarifying doubts, getting
notes of new or tougher topics. Financially
blessed, also interested, students also make use
of digital devices and online resources for
knowledge acquisition and development. S5ome
of the colleges and institutions have LMS and
other online based initiatives in their campuses,
Once mandatory 30 per cent to 70 per cent
teaching-learning is made online, that will
definitely lead to fall in the number of teaching
posts needed in the higher education system, as
commeon resources can be shared across a
university/ state/ a country. This will only add
to the already existing unemployment problems
in the country.

3. Inmaodels like flipped classroom, the
students are encouraged to access digital
learning materials via a cloud-based learning
platform during their own time. Without having

MosRIREMIBo 2021 | amdmosms-sasmm

own computers, how students can be
expected to access online resources
at their own level, Even if having a
smart phone, how long they can use a
mobile phone for reading and
learning. If continuously used even
for a few hours, they are bound to
face severe health problems. It is also
to be noted that mobile phones are
not allowed in campuses due to their
improper uses or abuses. In the
absence of laptops/ tablets, they will
be compelled to purchase a smart
phone and bring to campus. In
undergraduate level, as the students
may hot be matured encugh, the
abuse of mobile phones is

likely to arise.

4. Asking to show too much
attachment to the online platforms
cannot be justified, on many grounds.
Often online resources provided are
not vouched for quality check. Even
teachers do not find too much
enthusiasm with online source of
learning. A 2018 Columbia
University’'s Teachers College study
on edX and Coursera courses shows
that MOOC Certificate programs have
a completion rate of 15 per cent or
less, A study by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology revealed that
over the past five yvears, online
courses recorded an astronomical
average dropout rate of about 96 per
cent 4. If the status of the teachers is
like that, we can guess how the
students are likely to engage in such
courses. The presence of a teacher in
physical mode only can take the
students to new area of knowledge.
Also, learning is never a mechanical
process, to gain it from any device. It




needs an emotional teach of a touch,
particularly at the undergraduate level.

5. The concept note criticizes
closed boolt exam as “remembering and
reproducing” exercise, It further
comments that “life is all about open
book examination”. A closer observation
will help to realize that the sense of a
closed book exam goes beyond
"remembering and reproducing’ A
student who is preparing for a closed
book exam has to learn a set of topics
and notes in a systematic and structured
manner. Only a well organized
knowledge acquisition process will
enable a student to secure goods marks
in a closed book examination. Even if
some of the students secure good marks
by mere remembering, it is due to
setting of the question papers in a non-
challenging manner, The questions
should be set for exploring the analytical
and intellectual skills of the students.
The comment that "life is all about open
book examination” seems funny.
Because, in life situations also, well
remembered and understood lessons,
methods and approaches are found to be
useful. Merely because everything is
available as open, one may not become a
successful person in life, Otherwise,
everyone would have been successful in
life, in this world. It is not the case. In
order to successfully win a ‘closed book
exam’, a good student must learn the
topic, understand it and apply in the
right context, among the many topics
studied. Open book exam per se will not
give any advantage. If open book exam is
conducted, using the present type of
questions, that will be making exams as
an easy walk over for all the students.

6. Itisto be noted that a teacher

cannot be substituted by any device, particularly at
undergraduate

level. Throughout the learning process, teaching and
emotional support also needed to be provided by the
teacher.

7. The concept note on BL expects a bandwidth of
minimum 1 GBPS and 5-10 GEPS as desirable. But the
ground realities are far away from this requirement. “The
average 4G data speed in India is somewhere between 6.9 to
9.5 Mb per second (Mbps). The global average 4G data
speed is ranging between 34 to 35 Mbps of download speed
and 10 to 11 Mbps of upload speed, according to Ookla data.
According to the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India's
[TRAL) report, 4G internet speeds in metropolitan cities like
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata also remained very poor
compared to the global average speed. For example, the
national capital Delhi has been getting an average download
speed on 4G connections at just 10 Mbps, while the upload
speed here is less than 2 Mbps. The growing number of
telecom users and smart phone users are also cited as one
of the reasons for slow speed in the country” 5.

8. The concept note on BL expects that every class
room be connected with the Smart class, as its desirable
standard. But in the arts and science colleges, even in Kerala
state, which has several achievements in the field of
education, does not have even a single college with smart
classroom for all the classes.

9. As part of Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation
(CCE), the concept note proposes that "Paper-pencil tests,
unit-end exams to be completely discouraged for CCE". Any
teacher, who is presently working in an Arts and science
college, will very well appreciate the reality that paper-
pencil tests, unit-end exams are helping the students to
ensure that each unit being taught is well understood and
comprehended. 1t very difficult to understand as to what
prompted the "expert’ who developed the note, to make
such a proposal.

10. Another harmful proposal is that teacher's role
should shift from knowledge provider to coach and mentor,
Itis really a disastrous suggestion. A teacher at best can be a
good teacher only. The role of a mentor or a coach is
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different from that of a teacher. Even now, along
with teaching, many of the teachers are engaged
in role of a mentor. But mentoring or coaching
should not be the prime role of a teacher
Students are primarily expecting teachers, not
mentors, Mentoring can only be an additional
role. The selection process, including eligibility,
of candidates for teaching posts and that of
mentors are totally different. If this proposal is
accepted in both letter and spirit, hereafter, we
need not select any teacher. Rather we need a
few mentors only. That is not an acceptable one.

11. Like in NEP 2020, the concept note on
BL also proposes for inter disciplinary learning.
It is true that in order to solve most of the
problems in real life, an interdisciplinary
approach is needed. Because, expertise of only
one discipline may not be sufficient. But due to
that, if each student secures an interdisciplinary
UG and PG programme, how we can get experts
in a particular field. Inter-disciplinarity should
be achieved by combining experts of different
fields, not by a team of non-experts.
Specialisation and subject expertise will
continue as essential elements in the future
years also. Once extended to professional
education, what will be the fate of a patient who
undergoes a surgery under a doctor who
studied a bunch courses with no specialisation
in anything. In order to solve the existing socio-
economic or environmental problems,
interdisciplinary team approach should be
adopted. It should not mean giving piece-pieces
of knowledge of different disciplines to a
single person.

12. The six building blocks of ABC are really
‘interesting’ to read. But we should also keep in
mind that if that much of flexibility is provided
in the system, it may lead to a lot of
uncertainties, That itself may lead to massive
collapse of the system. For instance, the
suggestion for permitting multiple entry and

exit ignores the fact that seating
capacities in the classrooms are
limited. If accepted on a liberal sense,
students may even choose any time
entry and exit. Though exit does not
make a big concern for a class, entry
at an altogether different point of
time will lead to lots of difficulties in
respect of maintaining records,
maintaining a systematic flow in
learning etc.

Concluding remarks

There is no doubt that suitable
reforms should be brought into the
higher education system in India,
Because change in inevitable in any
system, But such reforms must be
based on realities and possibilities. [t
should not be denying equal
opportunities for anyone in the
system. In order to make use of digital
tools and resources, what is needed is
providing digital devices to all the
teachers and students, at free of cosl.
Training also needed to be provided.
Online learning only should be an
additional input to the academic
community, along with the existing
teaching and training methods and
processes. Learning, after securing a
job, may be possible with the help of
BL approach. But in UG &amp; PG
colleges and other institutions, BL can
be only a terrible dream.
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