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Sustainable Kerala Model of
Education System is Need of Time

The Study report by Akgct Centre for Studies and Research (ACSR)
based on Choice Based Credit and Semester System

Introduction

The world has been passing through
anunprecedented period since the Covid
pandemic has struck the planet and its
people in early December 2019. The
pandemicexposed theinvisible cracks on
the splendid edifice of our present
education system and its inefficiency and
inadequacy in dealing with crises. The
authorities and the stakeholders at
different levels are making earnest
efforts to reinforce the disrupted system
and to nullify the associated detrimental
effects. However,it is equally important
to initiate strategies for implementing a
sustainable Kerala Model of Higher
Education System that can persist
pandemics and crises. In this short
article, the Akgct Centre for Studies and
Research (ACSR) reports its view on
the existing Choice Based Credit
and Semester System (CBCSS) on the
basis of a comprehensive research. This
brief report is a subtle abstract of a
comprehensive review prepared by the
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ACSR on the basis of an elaborate
analytical study conducted to evaluate
the CBCSSin Universitiesin Kerala.

The Introduction of CBCSS

The CBCSS, in line with the guidelines
issued by the University Grants
Commission (UGC, 11 th Plan, 2009), was
implemented in all higher education
institutions and universities in India in
2015. However, the CBCSS was
introduced in Kerala at undergraduate
(UG) level with effect from 2009-10
academic year. The important aspects of
the CBCSS include a uniform grading
system based on Cumulative Grade Point
Average (CGPA), choice for students to
select courses, and credit-basedsemester
system consisting of 15-18 weeks of
academic work equivalent to 90 actual
teaching days. Thus, in principle, this
system is supposed to guarantee
flexibility in designing curriculum,
provide choice for students to select
courses, enable mobilization of students
across institutions, enhance learning



opportunities, and improves quality
profile of institutions and academic
proficiency of students.

The ACSR Research Methodology to
Assess the CBCSS

The ACSR, in an attempt to make a
comprehensive review, designed a unique
research methodology to meticulously
analyse the present CBCSS on the basis of
a set of systematically prepared research
questions. The research was conducted
among students and teachers of
Government Arts and Science Colleges in
Kerala. The samples were collected from
government colleges spread over 14
districts in the State. Separate
guestionnaires were prepared for
students and teachers. The primary data
were collected by field survey and
analysed using the software, Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS),
while the secondary data were collected
from various reports and publications.
The study identified 20 variables for
student respondents and 17 variables for
teacher respondents. Important Research
Findings It is an established fact that
majority of the students of government
colleges come from socially, economically
and educationally backward households.
Therefore, the results of the survey may
be observed as a reflection of the present
socio-political atmosphere of our
colleges. Meticulous research on the
primary data reveals a number of
profound and astounding findings on the
existing CBCS system. The important
amongthem are listed below.

About 83% of the respondents opined
that the physical infrastructure facilities
of government colleges are adequate for
conducting offline teaching-learning
process. Although the classrooms are
spacious, clean, and comfortable,
laboratories are incompetent. However,
the IT (including the internet connectivity)
and ICT facilities of the colleges are
meagre.

he flexibility on the ‘choice’” component of the
CBCSS was found to be discipline- dependent. In
general, 66% of students positively responded on the
flexibility in selecting the programmes and courses.
About 78% of students in the faculty of humanities,
65% in the faculty of science and 60% in the faculty of
language opined that there is flexibility in the system.
But, majority of the respondents have the view that
offering an open course by the university as a
mechanism of choice for students does not serve the
purpose.

One of the most serious issues that deserves
attention is the inefficacy of the system to effectively
deliver the curriculum. About 63% of the students
expressed concern over the lack of completion of
syllabus within the time frame. The respondents
unanimously opined that all semesters fall short of
the mandatory 90 teaching days. The institutions, in
general, are unable to compensate the loss of
working days due to local strikes, hartals, local
holidays, natural calamities, etc.

Another matter that needs a prompt attention is
the impotence of continuous evaluation process. Itis
a startling observation that nearly 83% of the
students are unaware of the ‘Grievance Redress Cell’
mechanism at college level and university level.

Another major problem observed was the
tediousness of the continuous evaluation process.
Students have to undertake more than 100
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examinations (including internal,
laboratory and end-semester
examinations) during their UG
programme. About 80% of student
community have the impression that
the heavy workload imposed by the
semesterization and the continuous
evaluation process put constraints on
their creative and critical thinking, and
form serious impediments to the
co-curricular, extracurricular and
extension activities of colleges.

It is interesting and equally
exasperating that most of the
students are ignorant or have
misapprehension about the concept
of ‘credits’ introduced in the CBCSS.

It is the unanimous opinion from
the part of teachers that the impact of
CBCSS on the teaching-learning
process is by and large negative.
Teachers also observed that CBCSS
has an inherent complexity and lacks
inventiveness and fecundity. They also
argue that the system-generated
hectic schedule gradually will
deteriorate teacher-student
relationships, andcreate an
unbridgeable chasm between the
teaching and student communities.
Furthermore, majority of the teachers
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opined that the CBCSS in the present form have
debilitating features and may cause irreparable
damage on the entire system of education.
Moreover, many of them have the view that the
annual system was advantageous compared to the
CBCSS and even the reversion to former scheme
might be beneficial.

Suggestions and Recommendations

In view of the present research, the ACSR would
like to make the following suggestions that may
enable the policy makers to develop micro and
macro level action plans to redefine the important
components of the existing system and revitalize it.

Curriculum may be designed in learner-centric
manner to ensure the dynamic and creative
involvement of students. For instance, 20-30 % of
each course in a particular programme may be
identified by the respective Board of Studies as self-
learning material. The internal assessment may be
limited to self-learning material and the
components of assessment may be redesigned
accordingly.




The excessive number of
examinations induce unendurable
stress and desperation among
students. Students are also anxious and
stressful on the prolonged delay from
the part of universities in publishing
results. Discussions on remedying the
problem chiefly weaving around
entrusting the affiliated colleges to
conduct odd semester examinations,
which may create a spate of issues
ranging from academic anarchy to
social discrimination. Hence, a lasting
solution would involve the adoption
and practice of the time-tested
academic models followed by reputed
universitiesin India.

An element of rationality may be
introduced to the ‘credit’ component
and flexibility may be ensured to the
‘choice’ component of the CBCSS.
Online question bank may be made
available to students and phased
implementation of online examinations
may be realized depending on the
nature of each subject. Provisions for
acquiring extra-credits and freedom for
undertaking research-oriented projects
in industries or research institutions
may be provided at UG level onwards.

A permanent in-house system for
periodic training and professional
development of teachers may be
constituted. New initiatives such as
Faculty Development Mission (FDM),
State Faculty Resource Group (SERG),
etc. may be started in this direction. The
IT infrastructure of our institutions may
be upgraded, institutional level
Learning Management System (LMS)
may be installed, well-equipped
computer and language labs may be
constructed and completely digitized
libraries may be realized.

Conclusion

Many academicians and experts have
the view that the introduction of CBCS
was a part of the neo-liberal agenda to

convert higher education in India from being
a ‘public good’ into a ‘commodity’. This is
one of the reasons why the system failed in
the face of the pandemic. However, this
opportunity may be explored by the
corporates to design new strategies to
introduce their neo-liberalcapitalistic
agenda. For instance, the ‘technologization’
of education in the form of ‘blended
learning’ or other glorified ideas

may be proposed as an ultimate solution for
sustainable education.Furthermore,
theNational Education Policy 2020 provides
impetus for the corporates to introduce
more profit-oriented, pro-technology
initiatives.It is worth emphasizing that our
present education system has a strong
foundation and a robust structure andit
ensures welfare, accessibility and
inclusiveness.Care should be taken not to
perturb its balanced vision on equity and
social justice as it might have far-reaching
implications on our egalitarian social
structure. In this context, the most befitting
resolution that our state has to be madeis to
propose a new sustainable Kerala Model of
Higher Education. It is high time the
Government to take a drastic and
revolutionary step in the direction.
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SMITA JOHN

NOBEL PRIZE

Literature Nobel Laureate
Gurnah’s Perspective of the
Refugee and its Reflections
on His Writings

Abdulrazak Gurnah who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 2021 “for his uncompromising and compassionate penetration of
the effects of Colonialism and the fate of the refugee in the gulf
between cultures and continents” now lives in England and teaches
at the University of Kent. He was born at Zanzibar, Swahili Unguga an
island in the Indian Ocean 22 miles off the coast of east- central
Africa which is now part of the United Republic of Tanzania.

_ ‘Paradise’, ‘After Lives’, ‘By the Sea’, ‘Desertion’, ‘The Last
Gift’, ‘Gravel Heart’ are some of his notable works of class.
‘Paradise’ was shortlisted for both the Booker and
Whitbread Prize.

The Nobel Prize lecture that Abdulrazak Gurnah
delivered on December 7, 2021 is a genuine note of the life
and writing experiences of the author. Gurnah begins with
the self-declaration that writing has always been a pleasure
to him. He recalls his school days and the classes set aside
by his teacher for creative writing. Years later as a school
teacher he had the reverse experience and watched
students engage in thrilling writing experiences where they
discovered themselves.

Belatedly he sensed that writing and reading that
came later was orderly compared to the haphazard
experience of the youth but it never ceased to be a pleasure
and was hardly ever a struggle. He began to reflect on new
arenas. The experiences of poverty and alienation pushed
him to a different kind of writing. The writer confesses that
he realised an urge to speak of something in particular and
there was a task to be done, regrets and grievances to be
drawn out and considered.

Gurnabh talks about the profound chaos which descended on their
lives in the mid 1960’s. Their rights and wrongs were obscured by the
brutalities that accompanied the changes brought about by the
revolution in 1964 and the resultant oppressions. The confusions of
an adolescent mind to think clearly about the future implications of
the historical movements is also shared by him. The author says in
his Nobel Prize lecture that it was much later when he lived in
England that he was able to reflect on the negative life experiences
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of the past. He reflects “Our politics was racialised,
and led directly to the persecution that followed
the revolution, when fathers were slaughtered in
front of their children and daughters were
assassinated in front of their mothers”. Living far
away in England even after long years he was
deeply troubled by the childhood and adolescent
experiences of the past. Writing for him was a relief
of clarifying a little some of the confusions and
uncertainties in mind. Emerging of a new class of
commentators, scholars and writers for racial
emancipation and progress was witnessed by
Gurnah.

Many years later he walked through the streets
he had lived earlier and in fear of losing the
memory of the past made an effort to preserve it.
Gurnabh tried to trace the persecutions and cruelties
which later rulers were conveniently forgetting. He
began addressing the issues of the education in
Zanzibar, his homeland and the issues that their
generation alone had to face. The high imperial
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confidence and its aftereffects such as colonial
disappointments and depredations, how the
colonial encounters had transformed their lives
were all reflected in his works. A desire grew up in
him to write in refusal of the self- assured
summaries of people who despised and belittled
his community in writing and in real life.

The author concludes his speech by stating these
reasons for which writing has been a worthwhile
and absorbing part of his life. The great secret he
shares at the end is “A little miraculously, that
youthful pleasure in writing that | spoke of at the
beginning is still there after all the decades.”
Gurnah’s writings create a splendour that comes
out of the genuine presentation of both the virtue
and ugliness of life. We observe that his writings
are simply humane and it is the truthful
representation of the effects of Colonisation on
generations in a historical and social perspective
that lends life and vigour to his works.
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