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We would like to present, with immense contentment, the second volume of
our academic journal, Academic Research and Review Letters. This journal
was envisioned to stand for the growing needs of research happening in
multidisciplinary areas. We believe that the journal will be of interest to
a wide variety of researchers from broad range of disciplines. It is the
responsibility of academic Journals to perform the role of a filter that so as
to collect the best articles that disseminate information. We continuously
strive for the same so as to bring the journal to new heights. As we all
know, journals are now deep-rooted in academic infrastructure and are
vital to career paths, be it project funding or appointments in premier
institutions. I hope that the journal will continue to execute its aspirations

for the betterment of the academic community.
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INTRICACIES OF MOPLAH UPRISINGS IN
NINETEENTH - CENTURY MALABAR

M.S. Salooja*

The Moplahs as a community had never collaborated with the British
administration of Malabar,but resisted the alien rule. The British attempt to
legitimize their conquest was challenged, their authority to rule was questioned
and the ordering of society was disrupted. The colonial policies and programmes
of the government were implemented through imperial institutions such as civil
service, private property in land, law and law courts, police and jail. There was
equality in principle but in practice the reforms were beneficial to the Hindus to
the dismay of Moplahs.

The out breaks which had cropped up in the nineteenth century Malabar were
the creation of peasants, agricultural labourers, artisans, or petty traders and were
pigeonholed by the British officials as Mappila outbreaks. The participation of
people other than Muslims was generally absent and ‘very limited in the revolt of
1921.Although Hindus were quite active in thefts and dacoities, collective action
was confined to the Mappilas, the Muslim section of the population.”* The official
view is that “the history of Moplah outrages is a long one, they were known in
the time of Tipu Sultan and in 1822, Mr Barber spoke of them as a disgrace to the
Moplah community. These disturbances seem, however, to have been particularly
the strife between the years 1836 and 1853. During a period of eighteen years,
not less than twenty two outbreaks took place besides numerous abortive risings
and conspiracies. Between 1855 and 1873 outbreaks still occurred but at longer
intervals.”? Because in 1854, it is specially mentioned that severe measures were
put into practice in order to suppress the unrest and its outcome was far reaching.

* Assistant Professor in Islamic History, Maharaja’s College, Ernakulam. E-mail: aashikasalooja@gmail.com
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In the forty years between 1855 and 1894, there occurred only eleven notable
outbreaks. To the common folk, to meet the two ends became a great enigma
whether they were under the rule of HinduJanmis or the foreigners. This article
analyses the factors that precipitated the uprisingsduring the nineteenth century
Malabar.

In Malabar two third of the revenue was derived from grain crop land and its
location was mainly in Eranad, Valluvanad and Ponnanitaluks of south Malabar.
The overwhelming majority of Muslims at that time whether were cultivating
tenants, landless labourers, fishermen or petty traders. Apart from their adherence
to agriculture and petty trades, their occupations had two special features; first
the very limited employment in government service and second, comparatively a
large number wereengaged in religious work. Employment opportunities under
the government were not availed because of their lack of modern education.
Above all most of them were tenant cultivators working under Hindu proprietors
as Logan reported that “percentage of coolie cultivated class were doubly more
numerous in Malabar than elsewhere in the presidency.”?

Thus the British treated Janmis as the absolute owners of the land. The British
government had not taken any effort in resurveying land as it was on the source
of same assessment done by at the time of Mysore rulers. As a continuation of
later appraisal, this system led to corruption by village officials, who were bribed
to under assessed lands. Above all majority of the village Adhikaris belonged to
high class Hindu families. They put the heavy burden of rent on the shoulders
of poor peasants. Though reduction in the land revenue demand in Malabar was
sanctioned by Graeme’s proposals, (1818-1822), it was never executed properly.
From 1819 to 1837 the hike of grain price in Malabar reached its high water markie,
some 50% higher than that of 1800. Hike in grain price played a significant role in
the resurrection of Janmis power in Malabar.

Most of the Muslims were landless tenants under Hindu Janmis. They were
wage labourers or Kuzhikanakars. The Hindu landlords realised rents in higher
rate and avoided the customary share of the produce. Hence without any other
alternatives before the mighty power, they performed Shahid. These sacrifices
indirectly inculcated a sense of religious spirit among the Muslim tenants and
it ultimately resulted in the joining of more and more Muslims in this venture
against the atrocities. This may be one of the reasons why most of the historians
portray these uprisings as fanatic outbreaks.
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After the outbreak of Mattannur in 1852, the government appointed a
special commission under Mr. Strange. On 25 September 1852 Strange submitted a
report to the government. It came in to effect on 23 August, 1853. According to his
report all the persons engaged in the earlier 31 outbreaks were goaded by personal
provocation and religious fanaticism.He proposed for a special legislation with
the objects of escheating the property of those guilty of fanatic outrage, fining the
districts where such outrage occur, deporting the suspected and placing restriction
on the possession of arms, especially the war knives and the construction of
mosques. All the suggestions except for the restriction of building mosques were
sanctioned by the British. He further proposed the installation of a special police
force with British officials only. However the Muslims showed their resent in
most of the proposals put forward by Strange. His attention was particularly
directed to the conduct of Said FazalPookoyaTangal and rigorous measures were
implemented with reference to him. When we refer to the Tangal, it must be
understood that all classes of the community regarded his word as command. He
was strongly suspected by the British as the man behind all the issues and argued
that he bestowed his blessings in performing jihad and shahid.

The implementation of T.L Strange’s proposals followed by the expatriation
of their renowned priest Syed PookoyaTangal to Arabia created far reaching
repercussions in the community. The main factor behind this deportation was
the recommendation of Conolly, the Magistrate of Malabar. The government
decision was prejudiced by his report and it is clear in the following words. “In the
event of its being found necessary to apprehend the Tangal and his advisors, the
government considers that it would be advisable to deport them altogether from
Malabar to some other places.”* As an immediate reaction to the deportation of the
Tangal, the rioters planned the murder of Conolly. “Nine Amsams in connection
with this outbreak were fined and the net proceeds of the fine aggregating nearly
Rs. 3100/ - had been granted to the wife of Conolly.”>

The main recommendations made by Strange were carried in to effect. A
special police was raised, and a despotic policy was trailed by passing of two Acts,
i.e, Act xxiii and Act xxiv in 1854. The former authorised the local authorities
to (i) Escheat the property of those guilty of fanatical rising. (ii) Fine the locality
where such outrages had occurred (iii). Deport suspended persons out of the
country, while the latter rendered illegal possession of the Mappila war knife.
When measuring the frequency of outbreaks after and before 1854 the number
and intensity of outbreaks dropped after 1854 when compared to the numbers
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before 1854. So after the implementation of the Moplah Acts, the momentum of
aggression diminished gradually.

When evaluated the general life of both the Hindus and Muslims, the former
had no othersource of income than agriculture. On the other hand, Moplahs
engaged in that as well as every other field and were very keen on enterprising
and preserving race. More over Hindu tenants were a disunited body. Above
all their discrimination in worship kept a distance from the scope of a common
gathering. Moplah peasants on the other hand were far better in the field of
communication. They could gather for Friday congregation, shared their current
grievances through the speeches followed by the prayer.Their calling for prayer
was also utilised as a call for help at the time of disturbances. The over confidence
in the power of their spiritualleaders Tangals also played a vital role in activating
outbreaks. They believed that the Tangals had the capacity to change the cartridge
in to cotton balls, which were shot out from the barrels of British guns.

However, the Muslims because of their peculiarity of belief showed a
collective mind for their ground support. Hindus were reluctant to record their
grievances. William Logan noticed in his enquiries that “before their eyes the
fear of caste censure and fines and excommunications” loomed large. The Hindu
peasantry was not only socio-economically but also religiously tied to their Janmis.
The ideological world of Hindu peasantry thus grew stronger and subjected
themselves to the land lords.

Another significant thing we have to point out that majority of the rioters was
very young, between the age of 15 and 30 years.The Moplahscame to believe that
if a poor man had been evicted from his land, it was religious merit to kill the
land lord. As majority of the landlords in Malabar were Hindus, they were being
attacked. According to them death at the hands of an infidel in the name of ‘faith’
was also a boon. This misinterpretation of Islamic principles had reflected in every
outbreaks of 19" century Malabar. The performance of Shahid in order to attain
paradise, were particularly alluring to the poor Muslims because of the hardships
they experienced on the earth with famine and starvation. These meaningless
sacrifices had continued throughout 19" century.

Muslim resistance in the form of colonialism had become stronger through the
medium of literature. The glorious Quran itself justified such a way that “to fight for
the cause of God against those who fight against you, but commit not the injustice
of attacking them first. Verily the God loves not the unjust.”® Under this contextual
misinterpretationthey showed their antagonism or resistance through numerous
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literary scripts that had been circulated among the inhabitants as pamphlets. In
order to attract the believers, most of these contained fatwas or warsongs.Some
examples of such works are Thahrid-Ahlillman by ShaikhZainuddin senior,
ThuhfathulMujahiddin by ShaihkZainuddin, FathulMubiyin by Qazi Muhammad
etc.

There is no tradition of priest hood in Islam like that of Christianity and
Hinduism, no caste, class, race or family which had special privileges. But the
meddling of religious leaders in the affairs of the community is not a rare thing.
These religious leaders played a prominent role in precipitating anti-imperialist
sentiments through their preaching and writings. ZaidAlaviTangal and his son
FazlPookoyaTangal are examples. The occasion on which the British suspected
AlaviTangal was during the Cherurrevolt of 1843. An official report read “the
strongest circumstantial evidence exists inthe circumstances connected with all
former Moplah out breaks that this PookoyaTangal is in the habit, from motives
which I need not specify, of directly sanctioning and giving his blessing (which
these poor deluded wretches believe to be all efficacious) which horrid end lawless
outrages and insurrections. They had occurred hitherto only within this priest’s
country and had been penetrated only by his disciples.””

Mosques played a prominent role in creating their cultural identity and of
individual make up. In early days Muslims had to obtain official sanction to
construct a mosque. Selling land for building mosques became an immediate
reason for the agitations in many cases, because most of the land was belonged to
the upper class Hindus. Most of the Hindus pledged their properties to temples. It
is also mentioned in the report of Malabar Tenancy Committee that “virulent class
distinction between the Hindus and Muhammadans will never be allayed so long
as the latter are prevented by the former for the free exercise of their religious duties
and one put great inconvenience to provide decent burial for their dead.”*The
cases reported at Malappuram in 1851, at ParelAmsamin 1873, at Calicut in 1898
etc belonged to this category.

Moreover, their greed for land in the absence of alternate employment
opportunities has to a large extent, inflamed fanaticism. An official report read
“the fact of Janmi or landlord having in due course of law ejected from his land,
a mortgage or other substantial tenant is a sufficient pretext to murder him and
become shahid and so ensure the pleasure of the paradise.””

The practice of landlords, who lock up and keep wasteland away from
cultivation, squeezed the availability of land for farming. “The pressure of an ever
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increasing population and limited area of land kept many at the base of subsistence
level.”!” The company administrators also entertained the view that “the rich
Muslims instigated the poor to set fanaticism in motion and gained great benefits
from their action.”! The case reported from MelathurAmsam on 10 September
1880, and one reported on 25" February 1896, belonged to this type of agitation.
Moreover the British administration in both land and legal systems often turned
against the policies of Muslims. The case reported in 1855 ended with the murder
of British Magistrate Conolly who made instigation to implement the proposal
of Strange was an example of uprising against the administrative policy of the
British. Thus all most all cases their religious ideology fuelled the situation beyond
expectations.

During the period of 1889-1915 “Moplahs showed themselves inclined to exploit
the more constitutional methods for pressing their claims.”*? As a result, so many
religious associations were founded in order to submit their grievances before the
authorities and to uplift their social status by wiping out from age old customs
through secular education.

In short the right of eviction and putting Melcharth were indiscriminately used
against the Muslim tenant farmers. The rise in the price of paddy in the grain
producing Taluks of Eranad, Valluvanad and Ponnani enfolded the Janmis and
prompted them to oppress their tenants. The confiscation of arms, deportation,
collective fining frompoverty ridden Muslim families and Amsams, paved
the way for further aggressions. The demolition of Mosques, persecution on
religious grounds, deportation of their spiritual leader Said AlaviFazlTangal and
implementation of MoplahActs intensified their desire to end the alien rule forever.
The idea or the thought of shahid became accepted and grew in popularity because
it met the significant needs of the Muslim peasant community. Thus Moplah
outbreaks of nineteenth century were the reflection of poverty under oppression.
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EFFECT OF SELECTED YOGA TRAINING PROGRAMME ON
THE SELF - ESTEEM AND DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS OF
ELDERLY MEN

Vinu Bhaskar *

Introduction

“Lack of activity destroys the good conditions of every human being, while move-
ment and methodological physical exercise save it and preserve it”
Plato

Ageing process represents universal changes with age within a species or
population that are independent of disease or environmental influence. People
age in different ways. Some reach old age with prestige, affluence and comfort;
others face age wrought with hardships and difficult circumstances. The more
unfortunate faces poor health, declining mental function, inadequate financial
resources and loss of loved ones. Later adulthood or the period of old age
begins at the age of sixty. During this stage most individuals lose their jobs
because they retire from active service. They begin to fear about their physical
and psychological health. In our society, the elderly are typically perceived as not
so active, deteriorating intellectually, becoming narrow-minded and attaching
more and more significance to religion. Many people at the age of sixty or above
remain very healthy and active in life. The life style including exercise, diet and
regular health checkup helps people to enjoy meaningful and active life.Health is
a strong predicator of well-being in late adulthood. Physical health and activity

* Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Education, Govt T.D.Medical College Alappuzha,
Kerala, E-mail: vinubhaskar@gmail.com
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are inextricably inter-woven with emotional function. The aspects of emotional
function that have been studied most with regard to physical activity are certain
factors of mood states,ability to cope with psychological stress,anxiety,depression
and personality. Ageing presents challenges to emotional control that are beyond
those normally seen in younger adults. Exercise is frequently recommended as a
part of a comprehensive programme of prevention, treatment or rehabilitation of
chronic degenerative diseases. Considering the social costs of an ageing society, it
is important to encourage the elderly to maintain an active life style. The benefits
of physical activity and physical fitness have longbeen suspected, but documented
only recently. It now appears that regular participation over the course of a
lifetime in moderate physical activity is protective against all cause of physical
and mental disorders. One form of such activity could be yogic practices. Research
in India on yogic practices and geriatric population were limited. Hence to have
a better understanding of yogic practices and its contribution towards to geriatric
population, an attempt is made to determine the effect of twelve weeks of selected
Yoga Training Programme on the self-esteem and depressive symptoms of elderly
men.

METHODS:

Selection of Subjects

Sixty elderly men from Thiruvananthapuram district in Kerala were selected as
subjects for the study. The age of the subjects ranged from 60 to 65 years. Individuals
who were undergoing any sort of training programmes were not included in the
study. The medical screening of the subjects was carried out to ensure that the
subjects were medically fit to undergo the type of training programme they were
subjected to. The subjects were randomly assigned to an experimental group
(N=30) and a control group (N=30).

Tools:

Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale

Purpose: To measure the self-esteem of the subject. The questionnaire was
administered to all the subjects under the study by the investigator himself. The
objective of the study was explained to the subjects. Doubts, if any,were clarified
by the investigator. The data was collected through the administration of a ten-
item questionnaire with fair choice for each item ranging from 1 to 4. Scoring for
statements 3, 5, 8, 9 &10 were reversed in calculating the total score. On the basis of
this scale, a high numerical score indicated low self-esteem while a low numerical
score indicated high self-esteem. A score of 10 was the minimum representing the
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highest possible self-esteem while the maximum score was 40, representing the
lowest possible self-esteem.

Geriatric Depression Scale (GDS)
Purpose

To measure the presence of depression.The questionnaire was administered
to all the subjects by the investigator himself. The objective of the study was
explained to the subjects and they were asked to respond to each question honestly
and truthfully. As soon as they completed the test, the response sheets were
collected by the investigator. The data was collected through the administration
of a questionnaire that had 30 yes/no type questions, which described how the
subjects had been feeling during the week. The GDS was scored by computing the
answers in ‘bold” and one point was given to each of these answers. A score of 0-9
represented normal; a score of 10-19 represented mild depressives and a score of
20-30 represented severe depressives.

Procedure

Random group design has been used in this study. The subjects numbering sixty
elderly men were divided into an experimental group (N=30) and a control group
(N=30). The subjects were selected at random by drawing lots and theassignment
of treatment was also at random. The experimental group was giventhe selected
yoga training programme for a period of 12 weeks. Sixteen selected yogic asanas,
three breathing practices and complete relaxation in shavasanawere included in
the training programme and the training programme wassame throughout, the
only difference was in the increase of the holding time at the final position of each
yogic asana after every two weeks. In the case of breathing practices, the number
of strokes was increased afterevery two weeks.Considering the age and physical
capacities of the subjects, the modified versions of yogic asanaswere practiced at
the initial stages of the training period. The modified versions of yogic asanaswere
performed with supportive equipment. For example an armchair wasused for
practising Sarvangasana and Halasana. In standing postures and twists, the wall
gave support and a sense of direction.Supportive equipmentwas used in yoga
practice, when the body could not achieve a posture or make a particular effort to
achieve a required result on its own accord. This principle is important in yoga
therapy, but is also useful when practising generally. (Iyengar B.K.S., 2004)
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Selection of Yoga Training Programme
After reviewing the literature pertaining to yoga and its contribution to the

development of various systems in the body, the research scholar selected sixteen
yogic asanas and breathing practices like Kapalabhati, AnulomaViloma and Ujjayi.

The techniques of selected yogic asanas were modified according to the level of
physical fitness and health standards of the subjects under study. The modified
forms of yogic asanas developed by Rosalind Widdowson and Louise Wiggins
were also included. The selected yogic asanas were:Shavasana (The Corpse Pose),
Makarasana (The Crocodile Pose ),Sarvangasana (The Shoulder Stand Pose ),
Matsyasana (The Fish Pose), Halasana (The Plough Pose), Bhujangasana (The
Cobra Pose), Salabhasana (The Locust Pose), Ardha-Matsyendrasana (The Half
Spinal Twist Pose), Vajrasana (The Diamond Pose), Simhasana (The Lion Pose
), Paschimothanasana(The Forward Bend Pose), Supta-Vajrasana (The Supine
Diamond Pose) ,Trikonasana (The Triangle Pose), Talasana (The Palm Tree Pose),
Vrikshasana (The Tree Pose) & Utkatasana (The Hunkering Pose).

The selected Breathing Practices were:Kapalabhati (Quické&Forceful
exhalations), AnulomaViloma (Inhalation & Exhalation through alternate
nostrils)&Ujjayi(Inhale through nose with frictional sound produced from partial
contraction of the glottis and exhale slowly).

Administration of the Training Programme

The Yogic Asana programme was prepared by the investigator with the help
of experts. The training programme was carried out by the subjects under the
supervision of the investigator with the assistance of other experts in the specialized
tield. The experimental group performed the yogic asanas prescribed to them; six
days in a week; from Monday to Saturday for a period of twelve weeks. The
training session included prayer, Kapalabhati, Suryanamaskar, Yogic Asanas,
Pranayama and complete relaxationfor a total duration of sixty minutes. The
adaptation period of two weeks followed the training period. The training load
was increased gradually, step by step after a definite time interval. The intensity
of the training programme was increased in terms of the duration of the holding
time at the final position of each asana.

Statistical Analysis of Data

To determine the effect of twelve weeks of selected Yoga Training Programme
on the self-esteem and depressive symptoms, ‘t’ test was applied by using SPSS
version 17. The level of significance was set at 0.05 level of confidence.
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Results

The data pertaining to self-esteem and depressive symptoms of the experimental
group and control group were analyzed by ‘t’ test with the help of SPSS version 17.
The level of significance chosen was 0.05.

Findings pertaining to each of the selected variables of experimental group and
control group are presented in the Tablel. The mean difference of experimental
group and control group for the selected variables are presented in figures1 &2.

Table 1

Difference in the Means of the Experimental Group and the Control Group
with respect to Self-Esteem and Depressive Symptoms

Initial Final
Variables Group |No SD Mean Difference | S.E ‘t’ Value
Mean
Mean
EXP 30 [18.23 [15.63 0.968 [2.600 0.177 14.704*
Self- Esteem
CON 30 [24.33 [24.43 0.481 0.100 0.088 1.140
. EXP 30 [10.37 |[8.47 0.662 1.900 0.121 15.726*
Depressive
Symptoms | coN (30 {1400 [14.00  |03051 [0.100 0.056 1.795

* Significant at the 0.05 level. t" value with 29df =2.045

From the Table 1 it is obvious that in the case of experimental group, significant
changes were noticed in all the selected variables following 12 weeks of selected
yoga training programme. The obtained ‘t’ values for the self-esteem was 14.704;
depressive symptoms was 15.726. The obtained ‘t" values were higher than the
required table value.

In the case of control group, there were no changes seen in the selected variables
of the study. Mean difference of the experimental and control group for each
variable are presented in figures 1&2.
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Figure 1
Mean Difference in Self-Esteem for Experimental Group and Control Group
(Means in Numbers)
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Discussion

The analysis of the results of the study reveal that in the case of the experi-
mental group, all the variables such as Self-Esteem and Depressive Symptoms
improved as a result of the 12weeks training of selected yoga programme. In the
case of the control group, no changes were noticed in any of the selected vari-
ables during the same period.

Improvement was seen in Self-Esteem in the case of experimental group
after 12weeks training of selected yoga programme. After participating in the
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yoga training programme, the experimental group haveexperienced a tangible
achievement in their goals, they feel better physically and they develop a sense
of competence that in turn provides them with feelings of mastery and control.
In addition, they also developed other health habits, such as better nutrition and
sleep habits which in turn made them feel better about themselves and improve
their self-confidence. Finally they gained new social experiences with their
colleagues in the training programme. Practising in a group might have developed
the feelings of personal worthiness and self-esteem among the practitioners. The
process of relaxation through asanas like Shavasana and Makarasana might have
givenrest to the body and mind. It has been found from various researches that the
practice of yogic asanas cause a positive shiftinthe parasympathetic functions of
autonomous nervous system (ANS). It results in inward awareness, introspection,
tranquillity and an inner satisfaction.Asanas are known to tone up autonomous
nervous system, respiratory system, endocrine glands and visceral organs and
they might have resulted in an overall physical and emotional stability among the
practitioners. The asanaslike Trikonasana, Talasana and Vrikshasana might help
to improve the power of concentration, single mindedness and focussing ability
among the practitioners. All of these factors may contribute to enhance self-esteem.

An improvement in the scores obtained in the Geriatric Depression Scale in the
case of experimental group after 12weeks of selected yoga training programme may
be attributed to the fact that the yogic asanas might have had an anti-depressive
effect on the participants with the depressive symptoms. Other aspects such
as the social support that generally accompanies the yoga training programme
and the improved feelings of personal worthiness and self-esteem may also have
contributed substantially to the therapeutic outcome for some individuals. The
ultimate aim of yogic asanas is to produce psycho-physiological balance in the
various systems working in an individual. The yogic asanas especially Shavasana
and Makarasana retrain the muscles to act in a relaxed manner and help to gain a
parasympathetic dominance which reflects in one’s capacity to voluntarily control
the rate of heart beats, rate of breathing, maintenance of body temperature - all
fostering a state of economical self-preservation and conservation of energy. With
intense yoga training, it is possible to have a normal state of transcendence or mind
expansion which not only is physiological and stable, and a yogic practitioner
can invariably reflect in his every day behaviour, a higher state of joyous being.
The longer duration of practice in the calm, peaceful and serene environmenté&
regulation of breathing during yogic practices might help in inculcating feelings
of brotherhood among the practitioners. Thus, null hypothesis was rejected, since
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significant changes were seen in the self-esteem and depressive symptoms of the
experimental group following 12weeks of selected yoga training programme.
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ABSTRACT

Individual agents play vital role in marketing life insurance products of LIC India.
The size of business of LIC, to great extent, depends on the approaches and practices of
agents, especially individual agents, in marketing life policies. As they are the last link
in the marketing chain to deal with policyholders, they should be well known of methods,
techniques and tactics of assessing needs and wants of potential and existing customers
and must be capable to respond to it at the earliest positively leading to customer delight.
The article examines the practices followed by agents in prospecting a customer, dealing
with complaints of customers and criteria used by agents in recommending a life insurance
policy.
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INTRODUCTION

Marketing life policies is not as easy as tangible products due to its special
characteristics. Apart from having knowledge on life products, agents should be
able assess the tastes and preferences of customers (existing and potential) and
respond to demand to their expectation. They should have basic skills of catching
a prospect, dealing with customer grievances and complaints and resolving them
in such a way that it doesn’t affect the individual business adversely. There are
multiple means through which an agent can enhance his customer base. It is to
be noted that it is vital to retain the existing clients along with adding new ones.
It is common to have problems at any of the products or services rendered by
LIC officials or agents. An agent should be able to reconcile the problem(s) before
affecting corporate image. While recommending a policy to a customer, agent
should be utmost careful in assessing the apt need of the client so that a product is
said to be sold in true sense i.e. customer should feel delighted on the purchase of
product than with a feeling of lose of money or vise investment.

Review of Literature

Review of Literature provides a critical summary of research already done on
the relevant topic. The primary purpose of literature is to gain a broad background
available related to problems in conducting research. Thus it facilitates selecting a
problem and its purpose, developinga framework and formulating a lesson plan.

Shri Sankar Das(2004) in his article Role of agents in competitive regime
illustares the attributes of insurance professional, area of concern for agents and
remedies and contributions of agents to LIC of India.

Rao, B.V (2005) indicates that the performance the LIC of India depends purely
on the performance of its agents. The number of agents has increased from 533133
in 1996-97 to 1003241 in 2003-04; the average business per agent has increased from
Rs 1064284 to 2197675 during the same period. The study also reveals that 15 per
cent of the agents of the LIC of India are highly productive and the remaining 85
per cent are less productive. In a nut shell, the former agents brought 61 per cent of
the new business while the remaining 85 per cent contributed only the remaining
39 per cent.

Suri Seeta Ram (2005), in his article on “Life as a Life Insurance Agent -
Difficulties, Challenges and Rewards Galore”, describes clearly his personal
growth as an insurance agent while thanking his mentors for honing professional
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skills. Two basic lessons that almost all the agents are coerced into learning are
‘Rebate” and “Wrong Medicals’. These are lessons that are very hard to unlearn. He
emphasizes that the purpose of life insurance is not just tax relief and savings, but
a lot more to think and learn.

Importance of the Study

The study examines the approaches and practices of agents in marketing life
insurance products. They should have right perspective in approaching customers
( existing or potential), solving their grievances. They should also be able to build
confidence among customers conveying right information on the product sold and
ensure that the customer is delighted on the product bought. LIC India has vital role
in building such right perspective among agents by designing and implementing
appropriate training programmes. As such the study will be helpful in identifying
bottle necks in the approaches of agents and retuning the same in right direction.

Objectives of the Study

To identify the nature of objection raised by customers as perceived by agents
in relation to marketing mix elements of LIC

To identify the most preferred method of handling objections of customers
among agents of LIC India.

To identify the most preferred method of catching prospect pursued by agents
in marketing life insurance products

To identify the criteria mostly depended on by agents in recommending a
policy to their customers

Methodology

The population of individual life insurance agents consists of the total number
of individual agents serving in the branch offices of the Life insurance Corporation
of India in Kerala. The modified data after Reliability Analysis, collected from the
150 respondents, were studied in detail to identify the extent of variations in the
responses. It may be stated that the sample size was proportional to the level of
variation and the assumed level of error of the estimate of the population parameter
of the study variable. For an assumed level of 5 per cent error in the estimates of
the means of responses using the information on variances from the pilot study,
the sample size was obtained based on each response. The calculated sample size
of 308 was the maximum among the sample size obtained from responses of all the
statements and finally sample size was fixed at 310 for the agents.
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The LIC has 5 Divisions in Kerala, viz., Thiruvananthapuarm, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Thrissur and Kozhikode. One branch under each Divisional office was
taken at random for the study. A sample size of 310 agents was fixed statistically
to represent the whole population. Multi-stage random sampling method was
applied for the selection of sample agents. In the first stage, Kerala was divided
into 5 Divisions based on the number of Divisional Offices under the LIC. In the
second stage, one district was selected at random from each Division. In the third
stage one branch office each was selected from the districts identified; and finally,
the sample size was allocated proportionate to the number of agents in each branch
selected from the district.

DATA ANALYSIS
Form of Objection Raised by Customers during Marketing Policies

It is usual that customers raise questions while committing an investment.
Objection is the best way to identify the actual state of the potential investor and
thus it serves as opportunity. They provide valuable hints in the formulation and
successful implementation of strategies. The Table outlines the major possible
objections faced by agents in their course of marketing life insurance products and
services.

Table 1 Objections Raised by Customers

Objection- Degree :T'gr: High Medium Low Very Low Total
Product 26(8.4) = 65(21) | 102(32.9) 55(17.7) 82(20) | 310(100)
Person 8(2.6) | 39(12.6) @ 98(31.6) | 79(25.5) | 86(27.7) | 310(100)
Place 18(5.8) | 31(10) | 49(15.8) @ 97(31.3) | 115(37.1) 310(100)
Process 38(12.3) | 42(13.5) | 116(37.4) @ 79(25.5) 35(11.3) | 310(100)
Price 33(10.6) | 51(16.5)  127(41) 65(21) 34(11) | 310(100)
Promotion 13(4.2) | 44(14.2) | 55(17.7) | 109(35.2) | 89(28.7) | 310(100)
Physical Evidence 18(5.8) | 55(17.7) @ 81(26.1) = 77(24.8) | 79(25.5) @ 310(100)
Return/Liquidity 56(18.1) | 77(24.8) | 97(31.3) 54(17.4) 26(8.4) 310(100)

Source: Primary Data
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Note: Figures in parenthesis represent percentage to total in respective rows

The analysis reveals that most of objections from the part of customers arise
from the aspect of “return/liquidity”. This implies that the policyholders are
not satisfied with the return aspect of life insurance products, as its long-term
investment period takes away the scope of easy liquidity in the form of maturity
closure. Objections as to product stand second to return/liquidity. As far as
promotion and place are concerned the level of objection is low.

Method of Handling Objections Raised by Customers

The approach of agents in handling objections raised by customers has a
significant impact on the customer base of agents and the level of satisfaction of the
policyholders. Even the LIC imparts training at periodical intervals as to marketing
insurance products and handling clients; how far it has been utilized by agents
in the field is important from the perspective of marketing. The analysis exhibits
a few common approaches followed by agents in handling objections raised by
customers as Avoid customer raising objections (ACRO), Postpone the answer to
the objection (PAO), Not answer and excuse objection (DAEO) , Disagree with not
being agreeable (DANBA) and Substantiate by bringing to the right point (SBRP)
during the process of marketing and servicing policies.

Research Hypothesis: There is difference in the median responses for
method of handling customer objection among the 5 divisions

Table 2 Methods of handling Objections Raised by Customers

N Mean Std. Deviation
Avoid customers raising objections 310 3.69 1.468
Postpone the answer to the objection raised 310 3.33 1.003
Not answer and excuse objections 310 3.40 .982
Disagree with not being agreeable 310 2.95 1.257
Substantiate by bringing to the right point 310 1.52 1.120

Source: Primary Data
Table 3 Ranks on Method of Handling Objection

Division
Method Of Handling Objection
EKM KTYM KKD TSR TVPM
N 52 61 84 59 54
Avoid customers raising objections 132,92 | 171.83 | 136.05 | 170.87 | 172.26

« 30 »



Vol. 2 No.1 January 2019 ACADEMIC RESEARCH AND REVIEW LETTERS @

Postpone the answer to the objection 179.34 | 185.84  107.88 | 152.83 | 175.28

raised
Not answer and excuse objections 151.56 | 127.95 180.54 @ 167.27 | 138.6
Disagree with not being agreeable 144.06 | 117.13 | 208.46 | 144.98 | 138.97

Substantiate by bringing to the right point 159.22 | 158.64 | 153.1 160.34 | 146.82

Source: Primary Data
Table 4 Kruskal Wallis Test

ACRO PAO DAEO DANBA SBRP
Chi-Square 14.99 42.732 17.239 50.067 1.67
Df 4 4 4 4 4

Asymp. Sig. | 0.005* 0.000* 0.002* 0.000* 0.796

Source: Primary Data
*Significant at 5 per cent level of significance

The hypotheses except for “substantiate by bringing to the right point” are
rejected as the p values are 0.005, 0.000, 0.002 and 0.000 (p<0.05) and the stated
hypothesis is not rejected as its p value is 0.796 (p>0.05). It signifies that there is
significant difference among the 5 divisions as to handling objections with regard
to all methods except “substantiate by bringing to the right point”. To conclude,
selected respondents have similar attitudes towards the method “substantiate by
bringing to the right point” in all the 5 divisions.

Method of Catching a Prospect

LIC agents depend on various means or sources to expand their customer base.
The analysis depicts the most depended means among LIC agents in locating their
prospective clients, that exposes their nature and approach of capturing clients.
The identified means subject to analysis are Regular Visit to the Organisation
(RVO), Contact through Social Clubs (CSC), Offering Personal Help (OPH),
Contact through Friends/Relatives (CFR), Undertaking Socially Responsible
Commitments (USRC), Offer to Pay Initial Premium (OPIP) and Old Customers’
Recommendations (OCR). The output of Kruskal Wallis test is presented below.

Research Hypothesis: There is difference in the median responses for methods
of catching prospects among the 5 divisions.

Table 5 Descriptive Statistics

Methods of catching prospects N Mean Std. Deviation
Regular visit to the organisation 310 3.26 1.835
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Contact through social clubs 310 4.45 1.628
Through offering personal help 310 4.37 1.903
Contact through friends and relatives 310 2.13 1.506
Undertaking socially responsible activities 310 4.72 1.861
Offer to pay initial premium 310 6.26 1.924
Old customers’ recommendations 310 3.16 1.744

Source: Primary Data

Table 6 Ranks on Methods of Catching Prospects

Methods of catching prospects EKM KTYM KKD TSR TVPM
N 52 61 84 59 54

Regular visit to the organisation 136.4 150.95 | 174.74 | 142.02 | 163.83
Contact through social clubs 163.58 | 161.56 | 132.07 | 162.47 @ 169.71
Through offering personal help 138.64 | 150.84 | 168.21 | 160.86 @ 151.37
Contact through friends/relatives 158.33 | 146.34 | 168.3 146.13 | 153.45
Undertake social responsible activities 158.16 | 166.56 | 141.15 | 169.78 @ 147.17
Offer to pay initial premium 193.48 | 150.84 | 134.11 | 138.69 | 175.83
Old customers recommendations 143.92 | 132.53 | 194.73 | 137.09 | 151.69

Source: Primary Data
Table 7 Test statistics- Kruskal Wallis test

RVO CsC OPH CFR USRC OPIP OCR
Chi-Square 8.509 8.434 4.125 3.607 5.248 20.508 24.59
Df 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Asymp. Sig. 0.075 0.077 0.389 0.462 0.263 0.000* | 0.000*

Source: Primary Data
*Significant at 5 per cent level of significance

The Table of descriptive statistics highlights that the most depended means
among selected agents is “contacts through friends and relatives” having the
lower mean. All the hypotheses except for “offer to pay initial premium” and
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“old customers’ recommendations” are not rejected as their p values are 0.075,
0.077, 0.389, 0.462, and 0 .263 (p>0.05) while the hypotheses for the means stated
above are rejected as their p values are 0.000, 0.000, (p<0.05). It means that there is
significant difference among selected agents in the 5 Divisions as to the methods
of prospecting with regard to “offer to pay initial premium” and “old customers’
recommendations”.

Criteria Used by Agents While Recommending a Policy

The criteria depended on by an agent in recommending a policy has great
impact on his customer base. A knowledgeable agent makes the customer
understand the basic idea behind having life insurance policy and tries to interlink
the basic needs of the customer with the policy marketed. The analysis exhibits the
means most depended upon by agents in marketing policies. Here Kruskal-Wallis
test is used, which is the non-parametric equivalent of ANOVA and an extension
of Mann-Whitney U test, as there are more than two groups in the category.

Research Hypothesis: There is difference in the median responses for
agents’ criteria on recommendation of policy among the 5 divisions of the LIC.

Table 8 Descriptive Statistics

N Mean Std. Deviation
Needs and Desires of Customer 310 1.51 0.88
Wealth and Income of Customer 310 2.76 1.224
Occupational Status of Customer 310 2.97 0.978
Age/Education/Marriage Needs of Customer 310 2.93 1.255
Rates of Agent’s Commission 310 4.76 1.106

Source: Primary Data
Table 9 Agent’s Criteria in Recommending Policy

EKM KTYM KKD TSR TVPM
N 52 61 84 59 54
Needs and desires of customer 152.71 | 133.6 191.8 124.08 | 160.8
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Wealth and income of customer 151.15 | 132.04 192.13 | 139.84 @ 146.31

Occupational status of customer 191.74 | 165.97 | 114.38 @ 154.14 | 174.23

Age/education/marriage requirements of | | o o e300 13787 18923 | 143.98

customer
Rates of commission to agents 161.63 | 143 160.9 154.03 | 156.92
Source: Primary Data
Table 10 Kruskal Wallis Test

NDC wIC 0sC AEMRC RCA
Chi-Square 36.964 22.385 32.45 14.114 2.2
Df 4 4 4 4 4
Asymp. Sig. 0.000% 0.000% 0.000% 0.007* 0.7

Source: Primary Data

*significant at 5 per cent level of significance

The descriptive statistics Table shows that the needs and desires of the
customers are given prime importance while recommending a policy. The mean
rank Table depicts that the agent’s commission is not given as the prime choice
among any of the divisions. All the hypotheses except that related to rate of
agents’ commission are rejected as their p values are 0.000, 0.000, 0.000 and 0.007
(p<0.05) and the hypothesis related to rate of agent’s commission is not rejected
as its p value is 0.699 (p>0.05). It shows that there is significant difference as to all
variables except rates of agent’s commission among the 5 divisions as the criteria
to recommend a policy.

Findings & Conclusions

Most of the agents feel that customers are having objections at high rate in
relation to return and liquidity aspect of life insurance products of LIC. The analysis
on the method of handling objection raised by customers shows that while agents
in Ernakulam Division avoid customers raising objection, agents in Kottayam and
Thrissur Division disagrees with such things that can’t be agreed. Postponing the
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answer to objection is the method opted by agents in Kozhikode division. The most
opted method of catching prospect among agents is offer to pay initial premium
(Kozhikode Division) and old customer recommendations ((Kottayam Division).
The needs and desires, income, occupational status and demographic features like
age, education and marriage requirements of customers are being considered by
agents while recommending policy to customers at Thrissur, Kottayam, Kozhikode
and Thiruvananthapuarm Divisions respectively. It will be worthwhile to take into
account the factors in designing the training programmes for agents of LIC India.
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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
L
ECONOMIC MULTIPLIER
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ABSTRACT

Free-Trade Agreements (FT'As) are normally made between two countries. Many
Governments throughout the world have either signed free-trade agreements or are
negotiating or contemplating new bilateral and multilateral free- trade and investment,
because in today's globalized world, no country can be fully insulated from what happens
in the global economy. As a country is increasingly integrated into the world, it cannot
neglect or reject the development abroad. The economic integration with the world economy
is mainly through foreign trade, i.e., imports and exports of visible and invisible items. This
process of trade has a strong positive and negative multiplier impact on the Balance of
Payment (BoP) position and the domestic economy, which needs corrective measures for
sustainable inclusive growth of our economy.

Keywords: Balance of Payment - FiscalDeficit - Economic Multiplier - Marginal
propensity to consume and Save - Rupee Exchange Ratio - Inflation - Tax-Treaty

No country in today’s globalized world can be fully insulated from what
happens in the global economy and India is no exception to this rule. As the
country is increasingly integrated into the world, it cannot remain impervious to
developments aboard. The unfolding of US and Euro Zone Crisis and uncertainty
surrounding the global economy have impacted the Indian economy causing drop
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in growth, higher Current Account Deficit (CAD) and declining capital inflows.
The transmissions of the crisis have been mainly through the Balance Of Payment
(BOP) channel due to the unscientific and Core competency lacked Free Trade
Agreement (FTA). Export growth has decelerated while imports have remained
high, partly because of continued high international oil price.

The literature analyzing the economics of free trade is extremely rich with
extensive work having been done on the theoreticaland empirical effects. Though
it creates winners and losers, the broad consensus among members of the economic
profession argue that free trade is large and unambiguous net gain for the society.

According to main stream economic theory, the selective application of free
trade agreements to some countries and tariff on others can sometimes lead to
economic inefficiency through the process of trade diversion.

It is economically efficient to produce a good in the country that can make it
for the lowest cost, but this does not always take place if a high cost producer has
a free trade agreement while the low cost producer faces a high tariff. Applying
free trade to high cost producer can lead to trade diversion and a net economics
loss. This is why many economists place such high importance on negotiations for
global tariff reductions, such as the DohaRoud.

Free Trade Agreement

Free Trade Agreements are normally made between two countries. Many
governments throughout the world have either signed Free Trade agreements or
are negotiating or contemplating new bilateral free trade and investment. However,
there are two types of free trade agreements ie; bilateral and multilateral.

India looks at Regional Trading Arrangements (RTAs) on ‘building blocks’
towards the overall objective of trade liberations. Therefore it is participating in a
number of RTAs which include structures such as Free Trade Agreements (FTA),
Preferential Trade Agreements (PTA) and comprehensive economic co-operation
agreements.

Free Trade Agreements (FTA)

A free Trade Agreement among two countries or group of countries agrees to
abolish quotas, tariff, and preferences on most of the goods (if not all) between
them.
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Countries choose an FTA if their economic structures are complementary not
competitive. India enjoys FTA till date with countries like Sri Lanka, Thailand.

Trade Agreements

It is a bilateral or multilateral treaty or any other enforceable compact which
commits two or more countries to specified terms of commerce, most of time
involving mutually beneficial concessions.

Frame work Agreements

A frame work agreement is one which sets the period for future substantive
liberalization by defining the scope and provisions of orientation for some new
areas of discussions.

Preferential Agreements

This trade agreement gives preferential right of entry to only certain products.
It is done by dropping tariff but it does not abolish them completely. PTA is
established through trade pact and it is the weakest form of economic integration.

A free trade area is a trade block whose member countries have signed free
trade agreements (FTA) which eliminates tariff, import quotas and preferences
on most goods and services traded between them. If people are also free to move
between the countries in addition to FTA, it would also be considered an open
border. It can be considered as the second stage of economic integration.

Countries choose this kind of economic integration if their economic structures
are complementary. If their economic structures are competitive it is likely there
will be no incentive for a FTA or only selected areas of goods and services will be
covered to fulfil the economic interests between two signatories of FTA.

Members of a free trade area do not have a common external tariff, which means
they have different quotas, and customs as well as other policies with respect
to non-members to avoid tariff evasion through re-exportation.Thecountries
use the system of certification of origin most commonly called rules of origin,
where there is a requirement for the minimum extent of local material inputs
and local transformations adding value to the goods. Only goods that meet these
requirements are entitled to the special treatment envisioned by the free trade area
provisions.
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Positive Multiplier

Positive economic multiplier is an economic situation which states that every
time if there is an injection of new demand into the circular flow of income, there is
likely to be a multiplier effect. This is because an injection of extra income leads to
more spending, which creates more income and so on. The multiplier effect refers
to the increase in final income arising from any new injections of spending.

The size of the multiplier depends upon households” marginal decisions to
spends, called Marginal Propensity to Consume (MPC) or to save called Marginal
Propensity toSave (MPS). It is important to remember that whenincome is spent,
this spending because someone else’s income and so on. Marginal propensities
show the proportion of extra income allocated to particular activities such as
investments saving by households and spending an imports from aboard. The
multiplier concepts can be used in any situations where there is a new injection
into an economy. Examples of such injection include:

1. Increase in Govt. spending through budget and others.
2. When there is an increase in exports to aboard.

3. When there is a reduction in interest rates or taxes or when exchange rate
falls.

For example if 80% if all new income in a given period of time is spent an
products, the marginal propensity to consume would be 80/100 which is 0.8.

The following general formula to calculate the multiplier uses marginal
propensityas follows:-

1
f’ 1 —MPC

Hence, if consumers spend 0.8 and save 0.2 if every Re. 1 of extra income, the
multiplier will be:

I/, —o0s8

1f([].2=5

Hence, the multiplier is 5, which means that every Re. 1 of new income generates
Rs. 5 of extra income and the pace of economic growth thus can be increased.
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The above multiplier effect is possible through an injection of additional income
through more export (Demand for domestic goods increase) with an export
oriented Free Trade Agreement or policy measures.

Moreover, Economists who advocated free trade Agreement believed trade
was the reason why certain civilizations or nations prospered economically. Adam
Smith, the father of Economics, pointed to increased trading as being a reason for
example not only for flourishing cultures but also for the economic prosperity and
wellbeing of nations.

A simple way to understand the proposed benefits of the free trade are
through David Ricardo’s theory of comparative advantage and by analysing the
impact of a tariff or import quota. An economic analysis using the law of demand
and supply and the economic effects of a tax can be used to show the theoretical
benefits and disadvantages of Free Trade.
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This graph demonstrates the benefit of tariffs to a domestic industry. Assume
that a country wants to protect a domestic industry that is only able to produce and
sell a product at the price ‘Punit’. Since there are other countries that are exporting
the same product at price ‘Pword’, the domestic industry is threatened to go out
of business should products be imported into their country without a tariff. This
graph also shows that as long as ‘Puif’ does not fall above the intersection of the
supply and demand lines, then equilibrium can be reached in which there are no
shortage of demand or excesses of supply and so domestic industry can produce
and sell the product to the same degree as producers in any other country.

In this case the higher price would not cause domestic production to increase
from Q_, to Q_, since it has already been assumed that domestic industry cannot
afford to enter the product market below price ‘Puisf” as the world economy has for
price ‘Puond’.

The effect of the tariff would limit imports and would create a higher
demand for domestic products (Q_- Q) but have no effect on consumer price,
since the graph shows that all quantities to the left of the intersection of demand
and supply curves, consumers will buy whatever products enter into the markets.
As increasing product sale allow more producers to enter the market and the
quantity of imported +domestic product with in the country approaches Q, then
the tariff can be phased out since the market will be in equilibrium (E) and the P,
market price will be enough for domestic producers to stay in business. FTA also
provides benefits like reduction in tariff, greater co-ordination and co-operation
among member countries, preferred access to input market at competitive price,
access to product market, improved financial relations and core competency
improvement.

Negative Multiplier or Reverse Multiplier

So far we have discussed about the benefit of Free trade agreements with
special reference to positive multiplier in the economy through increased export
(ie; Demand for domestic product increase). Now we have to analyse the opposite
of the earlier situation called Negative Multiplier or Reverse Multiplier.

As well as calculating the multiplier in terms of how extra income gets spent,
we can also measure the multiplier in terms of how much of the extra income goes
in saving and other withdrawal from the circular flow of income.
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A full open economy has all sectors and therefore, three withdrawals such as
saving, taxation, and imports. This is indicated by marginal propensity to save
(MPS) plus the extra income going to the Govt. the marginal tax rate (MTR) plus
the amount going abroad the marginal propensity to import (MPM).

By adding up all the withdrawals we get the propensity to withdraw
(Mpw). The multiplier can be calculated by the following equation.

1/, ~MPw

Thus a withdrawal of income from the circular flow will lead to a downward
multiplier effect. Therefore whenever there is an increased withdrawal especially
through increased imports along with a rise in saving, taxation , there is a potential
reverse multiplier effect on the rest of the economy which may lead to serious social
and economic consequences in the country like low growth, un employment etc.

More over an analysis of the recent statistics on our balance of payment
position clearly shows that, it has been badly affecting and leading to the reverse
multiplier effect in the economy. That means, since the last five years from 2006-
2007 to 2010-11 except 2008-09 we have been running with an adverse balance of
Payment position. It was Rs. 36606 US million dollars, -92164, 20080, -13441, -13050
in 2006-07, 07-08, 08-09, 09-10, 10-11 respectively. The reverse multiplier effect will
be more severe when imports are high along with decline in domestic investment
as it was clear due to the 2008 economic crisis our foreign institutional investments
flows have declined straining the capital amount and rupee exchange ratio that
touched an all-time low of Rs. 54.23 per US Dollar on 15 December 2011 (India
budget.nic.in).

Conclusion

Thus, the multiplier effect is symmetric and works both the ways. It is a dou-
ble-edged weapon. Therefore it is the right time to evaluate our Free Trade Agree-
ments strategies and policies in the light of the impact on multiplier and Reverse
multiplier so that we could be able to suitably restructure it in an inclusive growth
perspective i.e.; in such a way to attract more investment, increase the rate of
growth. The central government recently released Five Year Plan Coordination
Guidelines on the basis of the recommendations of the Kelker Committee. It clear-
ly shows the steps for the reduction of fiscal deficit, andschemes for the restruc-
turing of tax regime.Italso expects that the monetary policy of RBI will take this
aspect into consideration for the designing of credit policy. Through strong fiscal
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and monetary policies, the economy could be able to maintain the trust and con-
fidence of investorswhich would accelerate the economic growth and control the
inflationarypressures in the economy. This helps to reduce the bad impact of eco-
nomic multiplier

The Central government proposes to maintain the fiscal deficit at 5.3% of GDP;
it was 5.8% in the previous year. Now they plan to maintain it at 5.1% then to 4.8%
in 2013-14. To realize it they should curtail the unnecessary expenditure especially
the imports and reform the existing tax structure including the international
taxation treaty if necessary in order to achieve the dream of sustainable inclusive
growth and a strong leader of the world economy in the future.
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DIALECTICS OF DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS: IS
THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT, THE SYNTHESIS?
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ABSTRACT

Was right to development an attempt to bring convergence between not only
development and human rights but also between the two streams of rights discourses,
namely civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights? How these
theoretically and functionally incongruent concepts of development and human rights
were synthesized to make right to development as a legitimate and universal idea? This
paper while surveying development theories in the post fifties, tries to track the evolution
of right to development as the synthesis between development and human rights. It further
explores whether the ‘Red” and ‘Green’ agenda can co- exist in the context of intensified
resource use as part of capital accumulation.

In the post second world war era, the process of economic development began
to be conceived in terms of economic growth, construction of infrastructure,
expansion of industry and increased production and consumption of goods and
services. This accorded a universal legitimization for modernization paradigm
thanks to the initiative made by the UN in 1951 to develop a set of measures to
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assess the economic development of underdeveloped societies. This mission of
economic development of underdeveloped areas was a continuum of what Harry.
S. Truman said in his inaugural address on January 20, 1949:

‘We must embark on a bold new programme for making the benefits of our
scientific advances and industrial progress available for the improvement and
growth of under developed areas. The old imperialism (exploitation for foreign
profit) has no place in our plans. What we envisage is a programme of development
based on the concept of democratic fair dealing’ [Esteva, 1992 : 48]

One of the authors of the UN study, Sir Arthur Lewis later came with his
model of development that subsequently became a universal pattern. Arthur Lewis
model which was an attempt to capture the simultaneous determination of income,
growth and distribution had the following assumptions; availability of a surplus
population, within the traditional and technologically backward agricultural
societies; existence of a conventional subsistence wage in industrial sector which
does not rise as the surplus agricultural population is transferred to industrial
employment; and transfer of labour from agriculture to industry at a constant
wage rate which permits industrial capitalists to receive an increasing share of
a rising national income as profit and to reinvest this profit in activities which
progressively expand the share of industry in the national output. This  process
converts economics which saved and invested four to five percent of national
income to economics which save and invest 12 to 15 percent [Lewis, 1954:75]. This
has two implications for development: development is a matter almost exclusively
of economic growth and increase in gross national product; and growth requires a
capitalist / entrepreneurial class (industrial bourgeoisie) that should be favoured
by the economy [Marks, 2004:68]. The above thesis was redeemed by Rostow in his
work, The Stages of Economic Growth, A Non-Communist Manifesto.

To Rostow, economies evolve from traditional agricultural societies to a
centralized national state to the take-off stages, where there is sufficient human and
financial capital and technology for growth to become a normal condition, and then
to the stage of maturity, and finally to the phase of high mass consumption. The
commodity specialization and infrastructural and technical development would
provide the “spurt’ required for economic take off and self-sustained growth that
would occur in successive stages and result in a mature capitalist society oriented
to mass consumption [Rostow, 1990:134].

Thus, development theory emerged as an important concern after World
War II with the beginning of the era of de-colonization and under the shadow of
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the cold war. Its general ethos was one of inevitable progress definable broadly
as a movement from tradition to modernity, ‘reflecting Britain’s experience in the
industrial revolution with free labour, reliance on market forces, a gradual process
of industrialization, adequate levels of investment generated by net profits and
technological innovation [Kothari, 1988]. Truman’s doctrine of developing the
underdeveloped was taken care of. For this, Schumpeter’s theory was extended
stressing the importance of creating infrastructure adequate to modern industry,
engendering the entrepreneurial spirit and setting up poles of growth which would
attract private enterprise. This model could be better explained by analyzing
Harrod-Domar model which suggests a circular linkage between the rate of
economic growth, rate of investment and capital output ratio. An increase in the
output or income increases the investible surplus and fuels economic growth.
While Arthur Lewis considers surplus creation as the function of unlimited supply
of surplus labour at a constant wage rate, Domar considers this as a function of a
lower capital output ratio. The rate of economic growth is determined by the ratio
of the rate of investment and capital output. The increased investment means rise
in economic growth, which enhances the saving capacity and the same could be
attained through the lowering of capital output ratio also.

Harrod-Domar defines capital output ratio as the ratio of total output or
income and total capital used for generating that output. Here comes the justification
of increased capital investment for technological progress that ultimately leads to
the process of modernization. The argument here is that, the technological progress
which is largely the function of demand for lowering the capital output ratio for
enhancing growth rate, culminates in the hegemonic process of modernization
which is “irreversible’. The factors that were viewed as central to the complexity
and dynamism of modern societies were markets, patterns and images of mass
consumption, industrialization and the increasing division of labour, formation of
liberal democracy etc. In short ‘modernization is a positively transforming process
that are irreversible’ [Parsons, 1971:83]. The same pattern is suggested by Arthur
Levis too, showing that the share of profit and, therefore, the rate of savings and
investment would rise continuously in the modern sector, and capital will continue
to be expanded until all the surplus labour has been absorbed. Rising share of
profits serves as an incentive to reinvest them in building industrial capacity as
well as a source of savings to finance it [Lewis, 1954 :43]. In short the development
theorists who conceive development as the function of increasing economic
growth, like Lewis, Harrod-Domar and Rostow were justifying modernization as
a paradigm to be relied on, with capital formation as its soul.
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Though there are major ideological differences regarding the distribution
of benefits and instrumentalities, the Liberal and Marxist Schools share a common
perception regarding the fundamental importance of capital accumulation,
industrialization, growth and technology. The best practical example in this
regard was the Soviet Model of non capitalist development of the early sixties
which stressed the significance of these techno-economic factors more than the
necessity of a socialist revolution [Kothari, 1988: 72]. Besides social and economic
costs, this model of hyperactive production and consumption, leads to a severe
environmental challenge and social conflicts having political consequences. This
brings in an ecological approach in addition to the political economy approach to
the process of development.

The mode of production, as Marxists conceive, it, falls short of having
ecological infrastructure of human society as its base. The relations of production
and productive forces do not appreciate the importance of ecological infrastructure
i.e., soil, water, animal, mineral and vegetative base of the society. It, therefore,
proposes to complement the concept of modes of production with the concept
of modes of resource use [Gadgil and Guha, 2009 : 39]. This however does not
mean that Marxist theory is lacking a sense of environmentalism. Marx chose to
suggest that the social relations of production need to be transformed to fully
realize the fruits of technological development. ‘Therefore Marx’s core concept of
the labour process under-represents the significance of natural conditions which
cannot be manipulated and over-represents the role of human intentions and
power for transforming nature. But at a deeper level Marx implicitly supports
environmentalism by opposing commodification” [Baviskar, 1997:37].

Gadgil and Guha put forward four distinct modes of resource use: gathering
(including shifting cultivation), nomadic pastoralism, settled cultivation, and
industry. [Gadgil and Guha, 2009 : 42] Each mode of resource use differs from
the other in terms of technology that consists of the source of energy, materials,
knowledge base relating to resource use each mode is depending, economy which
deals with the spatial scale of resource flows and the mode of resource acquisition,
the social organization including division of labour, mechanisms of control over
access to resources and ideology that describes the broad perception of the man-
nature relationship.

As Rostow and other development economists argue, as transition from
traditional agriculture society to modern industrial market society progresses,
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the mode of resource use too undergoes an irreversible change along the axis
of technology, economy, social organization and perception of man-nature
relationship. This brings to the fore different forms of social and political conflicts.
Gadgil and Guha explain the characteristics of industrial mode thus:

Technology: If the pattern of energy use in the gatherer mode may be
characterized as passive (relying only on human muscle and wood fuel power)
and that of agriculture mode as active (augmenting human power with animal
power, wood fuel and water power), in the industrial mode energy use follows an
extractive path, wherein natural resources are both harnessed (hydro power) and
mined (fossil fuels) for human consumption. The industrial mode has also brought
into use a whole range of man-made materials; (metals, plastics, silicon chips and
synthetic pesticides). The newly fashioned materials can now be preserved to be
used for long periods, and transported for consumption elsewhere.

Economy: Over the last three centuries, industrial societies have steadily
expanded their resource base. This has been achieved by a growing knowledge
about the working of nature-through the hypothetical deductive method of
modern science and by the links established between scientific discovery and
practical application - in order to tap additional sources of energy, process
materials and transport goods faster more economically over ever-longer distances.
This process of the intensification of resource use has led to the continual over-
use and exhaustion of many resources. The typical response to such exhaustion
has been to find a substitute and it leads to the expansion of resource base and
facilitates resource flow from one part of the globe to another part. The resource
flows were highly asymmetric, with industrial societies receiving large volumes
of unprocessed resources at low prices and exporting small volumes of processed
resources at much higher prices (Gadgil and Guha, 2009:43).

Since the flows of resources are highly asymmetric, the social organization
too becomes divided along the axis of access and control over the resources. This
process of resource extraction has benefited few corporate and elite industrial
capitalist groups at the expense of village - based systems of community forest
and pasture management. As Guha and Gadgil neatly depict:

Consumers in the high centers of industrial civilization can draw upon the
natural resources of most parts of the globe, taking for granted the continued
supply of teak wood from India, ivory from Africa and mink from Arctic. This elite
is now scarcely affected by the natural variations with the resource availability
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in space and time; it has developed a life style which could truthfully be called
global. In the process it has wiped out myriad of locally -adapted life styles in
different parts of the world [Guha and Gadgil, 2009:47].

Such an analysis explores whether the ‘Red” and ‘Green” agendal can co-
exist in the context of intensified resource use as part of capital accumulation. The
ecological Marxist analysis in this context seeks to encompass the following :the
concepts of classical development economists who attach more significance to
the formation of capital for enhancing surplus and thereby savings for propelling
economic growth; Marxist idea of primitive accumulation as occurring during
the initial phases of capitalist expansion; Harvey’s concept with its subsequent
improvisation wusing his theory of accumulation by dispossession ; Patnaik’s
concept of accumulation by encroachment, and the ecological analysis of Indian
population by Gadgil and Guha. The whole purpose of this mixing up of
political economy and ecological approaches is to discern whether there exists a
convincing pattern of social organization with contesting claims over the benefits
of developmental projects using industrial mode of resource use.

Here this paper intends to supplement theories of capital accumulation,
primitive accumulation (Marx), accumulation by dispossession [Harvey, 2001:21],
and accumulation by encroachment [Patnaik, 2005] with the theory of ‘mode of
resource use’. What emerges from the synthesis of these two perspectives which
are intrinsically complimentary to each other, is a triangular pattern of social
organization in the modern era of industrial mode of resource use. Before getting
into this triangular pattern of social organization, the above said concepts of capital
accumulation need to be briefly discussed. Marx describes the nature of primitive
accumulation in England in the late 18th century, thus:

A multitude of small farmers, who maintained themselves and families by
the produce of the ground they occupy and by the animals kept on a common...
and who therefore had little occasion to purchase any of the means of subsistence,
were converted into a body of men who earned their subsistence by working for
others, and who are now under a necessity of going to market for all that they
want. Circumstances of the poorer were altered in almost every respect for the
worse. From little occupier of land they were reduced to the state of day labourers
and hirelings. By the 19th century, the memory of the connection between the
small farmer and communal property had vanished, and those expelled received
no compensation for the 3,511,700 acres of common land which between 1791 and
1831 were stolen from them.....” [Fowkes, 1976:125].
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A closer look at displacement due to dams which account for nearly 80
million people worldwide [White head, 2010:13] brings a similar process like
the one which happened in England during the Enclosure Movement. Judith
Whitehead considers both process of displacement as ‘examples of accumulation by
dispossession inextricably bound up with not only initial phases of development,
but reappearing periodically when capital experiences a falling rate of profit’.
Prabhat Patnaik calls this process accumulation by encroachment. Here certain
blocks of capital grow through the displacement of pre capitalist production or
state sector production or through the sheer appropriation of common resources
which have not hither to formed a part of private property (Patnaik, 2005 : 19).

This process of accumulation by encroachment which has now become
a common phenomenon in the industrial mode of resource use facilities the
concentration of capital and growth of international capital economy and
transformation of self- sustained peasants into dependent labourers. Here comes
the significance of the triangular pattern of social organization emerging out of the
process of accumulation by dispossession as part of intensified resource extraction
and consumption in the industrial mode of resource use. The three categories in
the social pattern are Ecosystem People, Ecological Refugees and Omnivore.

Following Raymond Dasmann, Gadgil and Guha use ‘Ecosystem People’
to refer to people who depend on the natural environment of their own locality
to meet most of their material needs and who constitute four-fifth of India’s rural
people. They are poor, ‘not-so-affluent, must scratch the earth and rope for rains in
order to grow their own food, must gather wood or dung to cook it, must build their
own huts with bamboo or sticks of sorghum dabbed with mud’, in short, though
living poor, they are sustained. The intensified extraction of resources shrinks the
capacities of local ecosystem to support these people who constitute mainly of
peasants and tribes. Being living away from the center, these people are powerless
to prevent the depletion of their natural resources. The Indian experience amply
supports this theoretical formulation. [Gadgil and Guha, 1995 : 17]

Dams and mines have physically displaced millions of peasants and tribes
in independent India. Those who have fled the shrinking local habitat became
sugarcane harvesters in Maharashtra, farm labourers in Punjab and Haryana, and
domestic servants of metro cities in the urban India. They constitute one-third of
India’s population. They are the displaced with little that they can freely pick up
from the natural world, but having not much money to buy the commodities that
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the shops are brimming with either [Gadgil and Guha, 1995 : 18]. They constitute
the second category, ‘the ecological refugees,” who pay the price for the expansion
of resource base through encroachment. The tribal population, who once lived in
the hilly tracts of Vidhya and Satpura along the banks of Narmada, and who have
been displaced and rehabilitated in the state of Gujarat, belong to this category.

The rest, one-sixth of India’s population, are the real beneficiaries of
economic development, consisting of bigger landowners with access to irrigation,
modern entrepreneurs in the pocket of industrialization, workers in the organized
sector and urban professionals - lawyers, doctors, investment bankers, employees
in government, semi-government and government aided organizations. These
people have purchasing power to buy cars, fly in aero planes. They have the clout
to use the power of the state to ensure that the goodies come to them cheap and
can pressurize state for getting subsidized irrigation, electricity fuels and more.
Raymond Dasmaann calls them ‘biosphere people’. They are the third category
the ‘omnivores’. The Britishers who began the pedigree of Omnivores through
colonization that drained India’s natural resources also left behind an indigenous
breed of the same class—the Indian Omnivores—who assisted the British in the task
of extracting the natural resources. These Omnivores are cornering the benefits of
asymmetrical flow of resources and their intensified extraction. They perpetuate
accumulation by encroachment and transform the ecosystem people into ecological
refugees. These ecological refugees later become 'exploitable (global) proletariat in
the hands of capital' [Luxemburg, 1971:89].

It has been theoretically argued that democracy being flexible ontologically,
allows the minority-the Omnivore - to thrive at the cost of a much larger majority
by perverting its (democracy’s spirit) spirit—the majority rule-and subverting
its working-reaching authoritative decision that affect their life by participation.
Gadgil and Guha explain how this is made possible legitimately under the facade
of democracy. To accomplish this, the Omnivore have built up an alliance akin to
an iron triangle—an alliance of those favored by the state (industry, rich farmers
and city dwellers); those who decide on the size and scale of these favours (the
politicians); and those who implement their delivery—bureaucracy and technocrats
[Gadgil and Guha, 1995:41].

The operation of these iron triangle is in such a way that the state absorbing
the large faction of the cost of resources such as water, power, raw materials,
fertilizers etc. provide them to the industry, city dwellers for their profligate life
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in the urban centers, and to rich peasantry for agriculture at throw away prices.
This process of intensified resource capture under the aegis of state often takes
the form of accumulation by encroachment that results in the dispossession of the
majority of the marginalized who account for nearly five -sixth of the population,
for instance in India. This results in gross human right violations of the victims
who comprises of the land less labours, small peasants, herders, country boat fisher
folk, nomads and tribes who had once been the ecosystem people before ending
up in the margins of urban areas as ecological refugees. The development and
human right thus remained two contradictory concepts in this regard until 1980s.
The very basic logic behind this incompatibility between development and human
right could be found in the Law of Ecology. That ‘there is no free lunch in this
world” means somebody pays for the extraction of resources somebody does. Here
the cost of development in the form of human right violations are neither paid by
the state which gathers resources for building heavy industries and planning
more urbanization nor the omnivores who enjoy the benefit of these.

Towards a Right to Development

The growing criticisms on the human right violations brought about by
the western model of development and the injustice and inequality it breeds
among nations and individuals attracted the wrath of the international community
making it imperative to think about an alternative. It was in this context that the
developing countries had come up with the demand for a ‘New International
Economic Order’” (NIEO) that required a revision of the international economic
system in favour of Third World countries, replacing the Bretton Woods system
which had benefited the leading states that had created it.The period which
witnessed the birth of modern environmentalism following the publication of the
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson and emergence of New Social Movements with
a set of third generation human rights that supplemented the civil and political
rights or the first generation rights and the socio-economic and cultural right or
the second generation rights with a new array of rights outside the individualist
spectrum and the demand for sustainable development created a conducive
atmosphere for the convergence of development and human rights. Drawing on
the insights of Amartya Sen and the vision of Mahbub ul-Haq, UNDP launched
the idea of "human development” which embraces human needs and social goals
beyond material well-being, such as higher standards of education and health,
wider opportunities for work and leisure ,increased capabilities and choices for
the individual. In the words of Sen, human development is about people, about
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expanding their choices they value [Sen, 1999:18]. Neither human development
approach nor human capital formation approach nor human resource development
approach that focuses on human beings as means to increase income and wealth
nor human welfare approach that considers human beings as beneficiaries rather
than participants in the development process help in establishing linkage between
human rights approach and development. It was in this context that the right to
development emerged in the discursive domain of human rights and democracy.

The right to development proclaimed by the United Nations in 1986 in the
Declaration on the Right to Development was an attempt to bring convergence
between not only development and human rights but also between the two streams
of rights discourses that assumed salience with the adoption of UDHR, namely
civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights. The Right to
Development thus appeared to be an overarching composite right comprising
of both civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights. More
than that, right to development can be described as a human right to human
development. The Human Development report 2000 says:

The promotion of human development and fulfillment of human rights share,
in many ways, a common motivation, and reflect a fundamental commitment to
promoting the freedom, well-being and dignity of individuals in all societies. If
human development focuses on the enhancement of the capabilities and freedoms
that the member of a community enjoy, human rights represents the claims that
individuals have on the conduct of individual and collective agents and on the
design of social arrangements to guarantee and secure their possession of these
capabilities and freedoms[Anand and Sen, 2000:3].

Further, Article 1 of Right to Development states, ‘right to development
is an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and all
peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social,
cultural and political development, in which all human rights and fundamental
freedoms can be fully realized’. This brings to fore the call for putting an end to
the discriminatory development process that alienates marginalised sections from
the enjoyment of the benefits of development. The aforesaid article of Right to
Development together with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(2007) had the potential for reversing the trajectory of development to make it more
inclusive and human right friendly. Article 23 of the Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, for instance, states that the indigenous peoples have the
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right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for exercising their right to
development. In particular, they have theright to be actively involved in developing
and determining health, housing and other economic and social programmes
affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer such programmes through
their own institutions. But the right based approach to the process of development
has not been appreciated much by the developing countries while formulating
their development policies. Development with its modernisation drive seeks to
accumulate capital by dispossession in favour of the influential and assertive
‘omnivore’ and this dispossession by encroachment deprives the ecosystem
people of their basic rights and transforms them into ‘ecological refugees’. Indian
experience stands as a vivid instance for this where the concepts of democracy,
development and human rights acquire a very problematic relationship.

Notes

Red - Green agenda here refers to the scope of Ecological-Marxism as an
alternative to the existing theories that fall short of explaining social conflicts rooted
in environmental causes. Ecological-Marxism takes a critical view of industrial
capitalism and believes that the antagonistic relationship between capitalist
accumulation and growth and the environmental will expose the crises tendencies
within capitalism - i.e. environmental degradation means that the resources for
capitalism will disappear and the system will collapse. Nature cannot be treated
as a commodity.
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ABSTRACT

Persons with disabilities make up an estimated 15 per cent of the world population,
over one billion-80% of who live in developing countries (\WHO report). They frequently
experience discrimination and face barriers to participation in all aspects of society, in
accessing education, employment, health care, social recognition and transportation. Some
persons with disabilities face multiple barriers to their participation, due to discrimination
on the basis of other grounds, including race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national, ethnic, indigenous or social origin, property, birth and age. As a result,
persons with disabilities are at a high risk of poverty, which in itself increases the likelihood
of having a disability. Given that persons with disabilities represent a significant portion
of the world population, the world’s largest minority and more likely to live in poverty
than their non-disabled peers, their inclusion in all development activities is essential, if
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) are to be achieved in an equitable manner. The Convention on the Rights of
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Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol (OP) 2 provide the normative
framework for Member States to address the rights of persons with disabilities and to
ensure that they are included in all development efforts. Differently-abled entrepreneurs,
as a new and emerging group of entrepreneurs and a new breed of entrepreneurs, and act
as a catalytic force for the socio-economic development of socially disadvantaged.

Key words: Disabled, Differently-Abled, Differently-Abled Entrepreneurs.

Introduction

Disability is part of the human condition either temporarily or permanently.
Almost everyone will be temporarily or permanently impaired at some point in
life by birth disorders, accidents, old age, natural calamities and wars just as those
who survive to old age will experience increasing difficulties in functioning and
living. Most extended families have a disabled member, and many non-disabled
people take the responsibility of supporting and caring for their relatives and
friends with disabilities (World Report on Disability).One third of the families in
India is directly or indirectly affected with some sort of disability. Disability and
moral, political issues related to disability become more acute as the demographics
of societies change with increasing number of accidents and increasing number of
old age people. The main issue related to disability is the social (community) in-
clusion of disabled population, and how best to include and support people with
disabilities in the political, social and economic realm of development in the mod-
ern world. The concept and attitude of society towards disability have changed
since the 1970’s, and the growing tendency is to see disability as a human right
issue.Once people with disabilities were segregated from the community and sent
to special schools and residential institutions and now the change is visible from
community exclusion to the best integrated social inclusion and community par-
ticipation .

The policy has now shifted from social exclusion to social inclusion through
educational and vocational freedom. Development in the field of modern medicine
and medically focused solutions have given way to more interactive approaches
recognizing that people are disabled by environmental factors as well as their
bodies (Social Model of Disability). National and international initiatives such as
the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of opportunities of Persons
with Disabilities - have incorporated the human rights of people with disabilities,
culminating in 2006 with the adoption of The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, (UNCRPD).
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Disability is a complex, dynamic, multidimensional and contested phenomenon.
Disability is a part of the human condition. Almost everyone will be temporarily
or permanently impaired at some point in life. Disability has a two dimensional
effect, the onset of disability may increase the risk of poverty and poverty may, in
turn, increase the risk of disability. Disability and poverty are complex, dynamic
and intricately linked phenomena. (Sen-2009). It is the two way causation between
disability and poverty. The main problem defining and measuring disability is
the lack of apt statistical information and availability of empirical evidence.
Furthermore the difference is great between developed and developing countries.
In developed countries multiple data sources are available and descriptive statistics
on various aspects of social and economic wellbeing of persons with disabilities
is commonly compiled and published. They also have longitudinal panel surveys
for empirical analysis of the linkage between disability and poverty. In developing
countries descriptive statistics are rare, fragmented and sporadic and lacking of
longitudinal surveys.

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), disability can be defined as,
“an umbrella term, covering impairments, activity limitations, and participation
restriction. Impairment is a problem in the body function or structure. An activity
limitation is a difficulty encountered by an individual in executing a task or action;
while a participation restriction is a problem experienced by an individual in
involvement in life situation. Thus disability is a complex phenomenon, reflecting
an interaction between features of a person’s body and features of the society in
which he or she lives”.

The National Disability Strategy defines disability as, “the reduction in the
ability to carry out daily activities, or the exercise of a right or fundamental
freedom on an equal basis with others, due to overlapping environmental, social
or behavioural barriers in addition to visible, physical impairment or invisible
physical, emotional or intellectual impairment”.

The Preamble to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) acknowledges that disability is, “ an evolving concept” and also stresses
that “ disability results from the interaction between persons with impairments
and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder their full and effective
participation in society on equal basis with others”. Disability is not an attribute
of the person, and progress on improving social participation can be made by
addressing the barriers which hinder persons with disability in their day to day
life.
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The Concept and Models of Disability

The disability experience resulting from the interaction of health conditions,
personal factors and environmental conditions or factors varies greatly. Persons
with disabilities are diverse and heterogeneous. The concept and perception of
disability varies according to the purpose and views. The models of disability, the
concepts and views are also different.

The Medical Model of Disability

The Medical model of disability relies on a pure medical definition of disability.
This model equates the physical or mental impairment from a disease or disorder
with the disability that the person experiences. Under the concept the person with
disability is viewed as the “problem” and in need of cure and treatment. Medical
model of disability pays way to social marginalisation and segregation from the
society to special schools, sheltered homes and workshops, special transport etc...
The persons with disability are considered as an unsolved problem in the society.

The Charity Model of Disability

The Charity model of disability views the person with disability as the problem
and dependent on the sympathy of others to provide assistance in a charity or
welfare mode.

The Social Model of Disability

The Social model in which people are viewed as being disabled by society rather
than by their bodies, gives emphasis to promoting social change that empowers
and incorporates the experience of person with disabilities, asking society itself to
adapt. The social model emphasises institutional, environmental and attitudinal
discriminations as the real basis for disability. Thus it is the society at large which
disables the person with disabilities through discrimination, denial of rights,
negligence, sympathy, creation of barriers and economic dependency.

The Right based Model of Disability

A new and modern approach built on the insight of the social model to promote
the creation of communities which accept diversities and differences, and have a
non-discriminating environment in terms of inclusion in all aspects of the life of
society.

The Bio-psycho-social Model (Comprehensive Model)
The Bio-psycho-social model is developed by International Classification of
Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). A conceptual frame work is adopted to
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define the Bio-Psycho-Social model, in which disability as a dynamic interaction
between heath conditions and contextual factors, both personal and environmental.
This model of disability represents a workable compromise between medical and
social models.

Related Literature of the Study

Entrepreneurship, entrepreneur, enterprise are complex phenomena in the
moderncompetitiveworld order. Entrepreneurshipisthequality of anentrepreneur,
entrepreneurs are persons with high achievement motivation, innovative capacity,
and ability to identify and explore new opportunities. Enterprise is the outcome or
result of entrepreneurship by an entrepreneur or entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs have
the potential ability to contribute much to the society and economy. Entrepreneurs
are highly motivated, enthusiastic personalities with complex nature, and it is very
difficult to explain all of their behaviour with one or more theoretical base. The
entrepreneurial process, its functions and activities associated with identification
and exploitation of existing opportunities (Bygrave& Hofer, 1991; Shane and
Venkataraman, 2000), have been studied considerably, and is an interesting topic
of academicians and researchers. It is widely accepted that the entrepreneurial
process and various functions are a vital component in the economic growth of
a country, society and even a market place. (RechardCantillon, 1755; Schumpter,
1950; burmol, 1968; Kirzner, 1973; Mark Casson, 1981; Stevenson &Sahlman, 1987;
Gartner, 1990; Reynolds et al., 1994; ), so it is necessary to have an in depth study
and analysis of entrepreneurial traits, personalities, skills, attitudes, circumstances
to their development and the changes they are making to the society. Research
has shown that certain psychological and sociological factors or characters are the
determinants of entrepreneurial characters.

Entrepreneurs are highly motivated, enthusiastic personalities with complex
nature, and it is very difficult to explain all of their behaviour with one or two
theoretical base. The most important theory of entrepreneurship’s psychological
root was put forward in the early 1960s by David McClelland, who found that
people who pursed entrepreneurial- trait careers, were high inneed for achievement
(n Ach), the psychological need to achieve. People with high need achievement,
have the penchant to take risks, but only reasonable and calculate ones and these
calculated risks stimulate them to greater profit. Thomas Begley & David Boyd,
in the mid-1980s identified five dimensions unique to Entrepreneurs. In order to
understand the concept of entrepreneurs better, we should have a definite vision
about a person with entrepreneurial trait. A composite list of entrepreneurial traits
and qualities, first developed by John Hornday, identified sixteen innate qualities
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necessary for the successful performance of an entrepreneur. Many researchers
have proved that there are certain traits or innate qualities that an entrepreneur
possesses, which lead to the success of a business. Personality traits, need for
achievement and locus of control are the main characteristics associated with
entrepreneurial inclination (Landstrom,1998). Entrepreneurs have higher internal
locus of control than other population (Rauch &Frose, 2000), free and easy access to
resources that enhances the individual’s ability to detect and act upon discovered
opportunities (Davidson & Honing, 2003), and identification and exploration of
new business opportunities. Locus of Control (LoC) has a negative influence on
entrepreneurial inclination (Mohas, Singh & Kishore, 2007), but at the same time,
knowledge benefits can be reaped through, the knowledge of how to create new
goods and services, and a better way to do so, (Murphy, Liao &Welsch, 2006).

Person with the following traits or qualities is ideally thought to be suitable for
the concept of an entrepreneur: Vision-ability to dream and ability to implement;
Knowledge- sound, conceptual knowledge about the world; Desire to success-
strong desire to succeed in life; Independence-Independent in work and decision
making; Optimism-optimistic in all concerns; Value addition-Desire to improve
and optimization of resources; Leadership- a leader in all respect; Hard-working-
is workaholic; Risk-taking ability- These are the most integral elementsin the
nature of an entrepreneur.

This work seeks to improve our knowledge by making the following
contributions, guided by the concept of Differently-Abled entrepreneurs, as
a new and emerging group of entrepreneurs that act as a catalytic force for the
economic development of every country. Given the absence of explicit theoretical
framework or literature studies on differently-abled entrepreneurs, it is an
attempt to make a theoretical contribution to the academic debate on Differently-
Abled entrepreneurs. This study refines the existing notions of entrepreneurship
studies that have been used in previous entrepreneurship studies of abledpersons
(Women entrepreneurs, Ethnic entrepreneurs, Education based-entrepreneurs,
Social entrepreneurs)

This research work examines the behavioural and cultural differences among
Differently-Abled entrepreneurs, with particular emphasis on how and to
what extent the entrepreneurial opportunities are identified and used for the
economic and social wellbeing of disabled population. The previous research
studies of entrepreneurship should focus on the identification and exploitation of
opportunities (Venkataraman,1997; Shane and Venkataraman,2000; Litt et al,2000;
and Ardichviliet al,2003), there has been little empirical and exploratory works
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in the area of Differently-Abled entrepreneurs. This study makes an attempt at
empirical and conceptual contribution by investigating this new area of research,
namely,Differently-Abled entrepreneurs.

The present study focuses on an integrated development approach of
entrepreneurship, a new ideology and a way of overall development through
the intersection between disability and entrepreneurship development by which,
a disabled body becomes an abled one through social participation, economic
independence, employment generation, and overall development of the society.
The concept of Differently-Abled Entrepreneurs is an agent of change to promote
social participation, ranging from health and rehabilitation to education, self-
employment, employment generation, economic and sustainable development,
and a social engineering for over all social change in India.

There is a vast body of research in the diverse areas of entrepreneurship.
However , the nature of this research have been highly diverse. There is a lack
of an agreed definition and theory of entrepreneurship, and a concern of what
entrepreneurship constitute as a field of study ( Garner,1990; 2001; low 2001).
Entrepreneurship is heterogeneous; and involves the creation of new business (
Gartner, 1990; Reynolds; et al., 1994) business inheritance ( Chaganti and Schneer,
1994), Westhead and Cowling, 1998) and the purchase of established business (
Cooper and Dunkelberg, as a person bearing risk ( Cantillon, 1755). The central
function of an entrepreneur independently of any particular social framework
(Hebert and Link, 1988). An entrepreneur, who undertakesuncertainty and risk,
pure profit withregard to entrepreneurship is bearing the cost of uncertainty
( Frank Knight, 1921). Entrepreneur is an innovator with an unusual will and
energy, clarity of innovation and ability to act (Maxweber, 1930). Entrepreneurship
is defined as the carrying out of new combinations called “enterprise” and the
individuals whose function is to carry them out are called “entrepreneurs”. The
entrepreneur is the bearer of the “mechanism for change” (Jose Schumpter, 1934).
The central concept of entrepreneurship is alertness (Kirzner, 1973). The essence of
entrepreneurship is being different (Mark Casson, 1982). The underlying process
in entrepreneurship is the identification of opportunity and ends with harvesting
the fruits on one's labours (Stevenson and Sahalman,1987). Eight themes expressed
by the participants that constituted the nature of entrepreneurship are innovation,
organisation, creation, creating value profit / non-profit, growth, uniqueness, and
the owner-manager (Gartner, 1990). An entrepreneur is one who always searches
for change, responds to it, and exploits it as an opportunity- “innovation is the
specific tool of entrepreneurship, ( Peter Drucker).
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The more efficient entrepreneurs receive a surplus reward over and above the
managerial wages, (Francis A.Walker). The entrepreneurial process involves all
the functions, activities and actions associated with the perceiving of opportunities
to pursue them, ( Bygrave and Hofes, 1991).

Significance of the Study

There is a widespread superstitions that the disabled are incompetents -
even criminals-culturally, spiritually, morally, mentally, martially, physically,
psychically and must be segregated for the good of society. This ghetto philosophy
which validates man’s inhumanity to man is the cornerstone of current social
cruelty to the victims of underserved handicaps. Many of them are actual or
potential geniuses in several fields especially in the field of entrepreneurship
development. The modern societyhas enough facilities and scientific knowledge
about retardation, crippling and cretinism to shoot down these myths. A big
democratic polity like India should succeed by social legitimizing, and mobilization
of resources to equip them to competewith modern developed society. The inner
strength, self-confidence, enthusiasm and initiative to prove to the world that no
job or opportunity is difficult for the Differently-Abled, provided they are properly
trained and given an opportunity, is to be imparted to the differently abled. Six to
seven percent of the population in India is disabled according to the census 2011.
The 2001 census found 21 million persons with disability,i.e.; 2.13 percent of the
total population. There is a lack of political will in understanding the seriousness
of disability issues which has led to an inadequate allocation of resources for the
disabled in the country.Witha small national budget allocation, no wonder the
various measures which the government and the society have taken for the welfare
of the disabled touch only the fringe of the problem. The plight of the blind, the
deaf, the mute, the mentally challenged and the orthopedically handicapped
continues to be distressing. Mainly because of the fact that a majority of them are
poor, having no political affiliation, their needs come quite low in the order of
priorities of the government. Whatever Government facilities that are available for
the disabled are in the nature of mere crumbs.

The outcomes of the World Summit for Social Development, held in Copenhagen
from 6 to 12 March 1995, and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General
Assembly entitled “World Summit for Social Development and Beyond achieving
Social Development for all in a Globalizing World”, held at Geneva from 26" June
to 1% July 2000, The World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,
and the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
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Disabilities and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in
which persons with disabilities are recognized as both development agents and
beneficiaries in all aspects of development. Recalling further its previous resolutions
concerning persons with disabilities and further promotion of equalization of
opportunities and mainstreaming of disability in the development agenda and the
relevant resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and welcoming the fact
that, since the opening for signature on 30 March 2007 of the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, one hundred
and forty-seven states have signed and ninety-seven states and one regional
integration organization have ratified the Convention and ninety States have
signed and sixty States have ratified the Optional Protocol, and encouraging all
states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying the Convention
and the Optional Protocol. Acknowledging that the majority of the 690 million
persons with disabilities in the world live in conditions of poverty, and in this
regard recognizing the critical need to address the impact of poverty on persons
with disabilities, noting that persons with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per
cent of the world’s population, of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries,
and recognizing the important role of international cooperation in supporting
national efforts to mainstream disability in the development agenda, in particular
for developing countries.

Around 10 per cent of the world’s population, or 650 million people, live with a
disability. There are the world’s largest minority .This figure is increasing through
population growth, medical advances and the ageing process. Eight per cent of
the persons with disabilities live in developing countries. Disability rates are
significantly higher among groups with lower educational attainment in various
countries. Women report higher incidents of disability than men. The World Bank
estimates that 20 per cent of the world’s poorest people have some kind of disability
and tend to be regarded in their own communities as the most disadvantaged.
Women with disabilities are recognized to be multiply disadvantaged. Mortality
of children with disabilities may be as high as 80 per cent in developing countries.
Comparative studies on disability legislation show that only 45 countries have
anti- discrimination and other disability- specific laws.

The number of handicapped people in India increases by about 5 million every
year. Majority of them cannot hope for medical, educational and vocational aid.
According to the report of National Statistical Survey (NSS) disability transition in
India is predicted to be most rapid. Between 1990 and 2020, there is predicted to
be a halving of disability due to communicable diseases, a doubling of disability
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due to accidents and injuries, and more than 40 per cent increase in the share of
disability due to non- communicable diseases such as cardiovascular and stroke.
At present six to seven per cent of the total population in India is persons who are
differently-abled. The study is more significant in the social, cultural, educational
and economic dimensions.

National Handicapped and Finance Development Corporation

National Handicapped and Finance Development Corporation is the
apex institution in the field of financial support to handicapped people for
entrepreneurship development. The institution provides a number of programmes
for the entrepreneurship development among Differently-Abled people. The
financial support, the entrepreneurial development programmes and various
awareness programmes for the development of economic development and self-
independency of disabled people through entrepreneurship development and
venture creation.

The institution specialised in the field entrepreneurship with the support of
Government of India and other Non-Governmental Agencies. The following
data shows the amount sanctioned by the institution from 1997 to 2014, to the
entrepreneurship development of the disabled people.In the initial period the
amount dispersed was only 22.55 Lakhs. During the period 2013-14 the total
disbursement was rupees 7581.94 lakhs, but the actual amount sanctioned during
the same period was 8018.51, an average increase of 347.4 lakhs every year. The
tigure also depicts that, this institution plays an important role for the development
of differently-abled people in India.

National Handicapped and Finance Development Corporation plays an
important role for the financial assistance and conducting of Entrepreneurship
Development Programmes among Differently-Abled people. National
Handicapped and Finance Development Corporation is primarily lending money
through State Channelizing Agencies (SCA) and banks for setting up of small
business ventures in trading and service sectors, for the purchase of vehicle for
commercial activity, for setting up of small industrial units, for self-employment
and for agricultural activities. The amount of money lent for these purposes is
extended from 5 Lakhs to 25 Lakhs with nominal interest.

National Handicapped and Finance Development Corporation’s main
function is to provide training programmes to differently-abled persons, mainly
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entrepreneurship development programmes through various training centres. The
main objective of the programme is to develop entrepreneurial capabilities among
the differently-abled persons and thereby developing traditional and technical
skills and make every differently-abled person self-sufficient, economically
independent person and thereby pursuing their income generating activity.

NHFDC DISBURSEMENT-YEAR WISE
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National Handicapped Finance Development Corporation is the prime
lending agent in the government sector to the handicapped people through
commercial banks and approved agents. The main lending purpose is to

YEARWISE ACHIEVEMENTS
Table.1: Loan sanctioned/disbursed (including Micro Finance Scheme) as on 31.03.2014

SL NO Years Am{’;:tirs.ir;itl:;med Number of Beneficiaries Arrz;:rn:nDll_sall)(t;I;sed B::er;':::ri:fs
1 1997-1998 25.55 11 25.55 11
2 1998-1999 312.6 811 93.13 230
3 1999-2000 458.82 801 576.02 1164
4 2000-2001 1334.23 3330 1180.88 2645
5 2001-2002 1522.6 4075 1283.92 2933
6 2002-2003 1756.12 4702 1841.31 4498
7 2003-2004 2772.93 5635 2682.04 5565
8 2004-2005 2394.06 4754 1768.55 3282
9 2005-2006 1945.18 3951 2344.17 4765
10 2006-2007 2728.17 5034 2608.77 4831
11 2007-2008 3381.62 5416 2830.37 5498
12 2008-2009 4121.82 8159 3028.4 5950
13 2009-2010 3801.67 6443 3079.59 6032
14 2010-2011 3225.66 6007 3183.8 6356
15 2011-2012 5537.98 10704 5085.78 10625
16 2012-2013 6921.5 13253 6958.99 13296
17 2013-2014 8018.51 13371 7581.94 13307
Total 50259.02 96457 46153.21 90988

Source: NHDFC annual report 2014.
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encourage the handicapped people through starting new business ventures.
The institution is also an agent to providing Entrepreneurship Development
Programmes among the groups. The following table depicts the year wise
achievement and amount disbursed among the Differently-Abled People
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Source: NHDFC annual report 2014.

Projects Sanctioned & Disbursement made through Banks

The amount of grantsallowed and distributed by various Banks and institutions
during the period of 2011 to 2014 march totalled to Rs. 4597.19 Lakhs and the
number of beneficiaries was 9064,(Rs. 589.74 (2011-12), Rs. 2142.95 (2012-13), Rs.
1864.5 (2013-2014),

Projects Sanctioned & Disbursement made through BANKS (2011-2014).

Name of Banks AmountSanctioned Amount Disbursed Number of
Beneficiaries
Year (2011-2012)
Allahabad U.P. Gramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
AryavartGramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
Baroda UP Gramin Bank 100.00 100.00 200
KashiGomtiSamyuktGramin Bank 75.00 75.00 150
PurvanchalGramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
ShreyasGramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
Sarva UP Gramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
Prathama Bank 35.00 35.00 70
Punjab and Sind Bank,UP 4.50 4.50 1
Gurgaon Gramin Bank 500.00 500.00 1000
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Haryana Gramin Bank 200.00 200.00 400
Uttaranchal Gramin Bank 700.00 700.00 1400
Year (2012-2013)

SaurashtraGramin Bank 75.50 75.50 151
Gurgaon Gramin Bank 81.50 81.50 132
Haryana Gramin Bank 102.00 102.00 204
Allahabad U.P. Gramin Bank 253.50 253.50 507
AryavatGramin Bank 500.41 500.41 999
Baroda UP Gramin Bank 400.00 400.00 800
BalliaFtawahGramin Bank 21.63 21.63 56
KashiGomtiSamyuktGramin Bank 375.00 375.00 750
PurvanchalGramin Bank 100.91 100.91 207
Prathama Bank 3.50 3.50 1
UttarachalGramin Bank 200.00 200.00 400
Dena Gujarat Gramin Bank 5.00 5.00 10
VidbharbhaKshetriyaGramin Bank 24.00 24.00 48
Year (2013-2014)

Gurgaon Gramin Bank 6.25 6.25 5
Allahabad U.P. Gramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
Baroda UP Gramin Bank 50.00 50.00 100
Gramin Bank of Aryavart 326.80 326.80 654
ShreyasGramin Bank 13.84 13.84 20
Bank of Baroda 51.50 51.50 103
Andhra Bank 30.79 26.93 3
IDBI Bank 46.00 46.00 92
Punjab National Bank 18.42 18.42 1
Total 4601.05 4597.19 9064

Source: Annual report of NHDFC (2013-2014)

EDP GRANT SANCTIONED & DISBURSEMENT MADE FOR THE
YEAR (2013-2014)

Amount Amount
SL . Number of ) Number of
State Sanctioned .. Disbursed .
NO . Beneficiaries . Trainees
(in Rs.) (in Rs.)

1 Andhra Pradesh 540000.00 60 360000.00 60
2 Madhya Pradesh 3120000.00 330 1980000.00 330
3 Uttar Pradesh 1800000.00 200 1165000.00 200
4 Rajasthan 1584000.00 162 733000.00 162
5 Haryana 3700000.00 500 2225000.00 500
6 Punjab 900000.00 85 296000.00 85
7 Maharashtra 1080000.00 120 720000.00 120
8 West Bengal 10101750.00 1234 5014875.00 1234
9 Jammu & Kashmir 360000.00 40 230000.00 40
10 Orissa 1500000.00 140 630000.00 140
11 Assam 4959750.00 616 2808875.00 616
12 Bihar 5827500.00 750 3663750.00 750
13 Chhatisgarh 810000.00 90 540000.00 90
14 Gujarat 1959100.00 188 909548.50 188
15 Himachal Pradesh 360000.00 40 230000.00 40
16 Jharkhand 540000.00 60 270000.00 60
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17 Karnataka 2415508.56 300 0 120
18 Tamil Nadu 735508.56 180 0 0
19 Kerala 735508.56 180 0 0
20 Delhi 1062160.00 130 225000.00 130
21 Tripura 288000.00 24 119000.00 24

Total 44378785.68 5429 22120048.50 4889

Source: Annual Report of NHDFC (2013-2014).
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National Handicapped Developed Finance Corporation plays a very
important role in the entrepreneurship development programme among
handicapped people, providing financial assistance to set up small business
ventures in trading and service sectors, to the purchase of vehicle for commercial
activities, to set up small industrial units, to agricultural and self-employment,and
the amount of assistance is extended from 5 lakh to 25 lakh.

The objective of the NHDEFC is to provide training to differently-abled
persons and make them capable and self-dependent through proper training in the
tield of traditional and technical occupation and entrepreneurship development.
The main objective is to make every differently-abled person self-sufficient,
economically independent person and thereby pursuingtheir income generating
activity, and expecting such professionally managed ventures and creating of
equal number of employment opportunity for skilled and semi-skilled workers
and add to the wealth of the nation.
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Discussion

This article seeks to improve our knowledge by making the following con-
tributions, guided by the concept of differently-abled entrepreneurs, as a new and
emerging group of entrepreneurs and a new breed of entrepreneurs, and act as a
catalytic force for the economic development of every country. Given the absence
of explicit theoretical framework or literature studies on differently-abled entre-
preneurs, it is an attempt to provide a theoretical contribution to the academic
debate on differently-abled entrepreneurs. This study refines the existing notions
of entrepreneurship studies that have been used in previous entrepreneurship
studies of abled bodies (Women entrepreneurs, Ethnic entrepreneurs, Education
based-entrepreneurs, Social entrepreneurs and Holistic entrepreneurs). Different-
ly-Abled Entrepreneur is a changing philosophical concept in the context of dis-
abled and abled by equipping every disabled body as an abled one through entre-
preneurship development.
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ATROCITIES FACED BY ADOLESCENT GIRLS OF HIGHER
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN KERALA

K. Ramakrishnan* & Sony M**

ABSTRACT

The study was conducted with the objective of exploring the phenomenon of atrocities
faced by the adolescent girls of higher secondary schools in Kerala. The investigator used
qualitative method for the study. The data regarding the phenomenon was collected by using
a questionnaire and an interview schedule constructed by the investigators. The study
was conducted on a representative sample of 330 adolescent girls from higher secondary
schools of Kozhikode district. The sample was selected by giving due representation to
government, aided, urban and rural school students. The analysis of the study revealed
that most of the adolescent girls faced severe physical, mental and sexual harassment from
home, school and the society.

Significance of the study

Children in India face basic rights violations in various forms. This starts
from conception in the mother’s womb till they complete their childhood. This
is common across male and female child, while the girl child has specific areas of
their rights being violated, given the cultural, social and religious value systems.

* Asst.Professor,Govt.College of Teacher Education,Kozhikode , Kerala, Email: sruthikrishnak@gmail.com
** Sony. M, M.Ed student, GCTE, Kozhikode
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Centuries have come and gone, but the plight of girls is not likely to change.
Time has helplessly watched girl’s sufferings in the form of discrimination,
oppression, exploitation, degradation, aggression and humiliations. Violence
against girls both inside and outside of their home has been a crucial issue in
the contemporary Indian Society. Adolescent girls in India constitute near about
half of its population and most of them are grinding under the socio-cultural and
religious structure.

Adolescent girls are at a particular disadvantage since they are systematically
denied of the advantages of autonomy, mobility, and economic opportunity that
adolescent boys enjoy. This brings out the realities and challenges what adolescent
girl’s faces in their attempts to lead healthy, fulfilling lives and suggest how the
right investment in empowering them could have the highest impact.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act(POCSO) came into force
on November, 14th, 2012. Even though these types of acts exist in our society,
atrocities against adolescent girls are increasing day by day. Nobody is taking
initiative to make use of these types of acts to control the atrocities against girls.

Kerala has witnessed on increase in crimes against children in the first seven
months of 2013. A total of 1,336 crimes, including 427 rapes, against children had
been reported in the state up to July this year. According to state crime Records
Bureau (SCRB), thirteen cases were for offences under prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 69 kidnapping and 23 murders, it was stated. Total crimes against
children in 2013 were 1877, which included 637 rapes.

The above data provides an authentic statistic about the atrocities against
children. There has been an alarming increase in the instances of child abuse
getting reported across India recently.

There is a large child population in India and a large percentage of this
population is vulnerable to abuse, exploitation, and negligence. There is also
adequate information about the extent of girl child abuse in the country. Barring a
few sporadic studies, with limited scope, the attempt to understand the different
forms and magnitude of child abuse across the country has been inadequate.

In addition to the available official data stated above, recent newspaper
headlines too bring out the assumption that the girls of the higher secondary
section face and experience lots of problems from classmates, school authorities,
their own houses, the relatives, and the society in large. These facts are not revealed
before the society. We will have to assume that it happens on account of their
apprehension for social status, fear for further consequences to face in future and
technical problems which stand in the way of legal justice. The literature review
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done by the investigator makes it clear that no further researches have been made
in this field except for a few. It is in this circumstances, the investigator has decided
to conduct a research on atrocities faced by adolescent girls of higher secondary
schools in Kerala. Thus, in such a social atmosphere in which cruelty against
children is so conspicuous, a study among the children in the district becomes
important. The dearth of such a study related to the problems faced by adolescent
girls, becomes more relevant.

OBJECTIVES

To find out whether the adolescent girl students face any sexual harassment
from the home, school and society for the total sample.

To find out whether the adolescent girl students face any physical or mental
harassment from the home, school and society for the total sample.

To find out whether the adolescent girl students face any gender discrimination
from the home, school and society for the total sample

METHODOLOGY

The study attempted to explore the atrocities faced by adolescent girls of
higher secondary schools in Kerala. The investigator adopted qualitative method
for conducting the study.

SAMPLE

The study was conducted on a representative sample of 330 adolescent girls
from higher secondary schools of Kozhikode district. The sample was selected
giving due representation to government, aided, urban and rural school students.

TOOL

The tool used for the present study was a questionnaire and an interview
schedule constructed by the investigator with the help of supervising teacher.

Statistical Technique used for Analysis

Being a qualitative study, the collected data were consolidated and analysed
by using statistical procedure like percentage. Verbal interpretation was also used
for the analysis.
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ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
Sexual harassment faced by adolescent girl students for the total sample.

The data regarding sexual harassment in the home environment revealed that
4.84% of the adolescent girls had faced wrongly intended behaviors from their
male relatives and 2.12% had had misbehavior from guests and family friends.
More over in schools 1.21% of the girl students are misbehaved by their male
teachers through touch or by means of inappropriate language and of which 5.15%
have even crept in to the secrecies or personal matters. Obviously 3.03% of the girl
students have tough time by the way the boys approach them with a wrong kind
of intention. Considering the society 16.16% girls had faced bitter experience from
their elders and 20.16% faced bitter experiences from fellow passengers during
travel. Obviously 2.12% girls are subjected to sexual assaults.

From the above data, it can be concluded that our adolescent girls are not safe
in our home, school and the society because they are exposed to bitter experiences
from home, friends and from the society in large to which they belong to. The
number may be still higher because girls naturally fear to disclose such incidents.

Physical and Mental harassment faced by adolescent girl students for the total
sample

The data revealed that 10.9% of the girls have no freedom to express their
dislikes at home. They do not have full freedom in their home. Some of the girls
disclosed that they were not safe in their home. In schools, girls are restricted in
mingling with boys. 24.24% girls revealed that teachers rebuked when they are
mingling with boys and talk to them. 21.21% of the adolescent girls got punishment
from their teachers for the low score or poor performance in the examination.
4.55% of the adolescent girls discouraged by anyone from taking part in arts and
sports activities as they are girls. 3.64% revealed that social or personal problems
affect their learning process.

The collected data shows that 3.94% of the adolescent girls are given neither
proper parental care nor love. 5.45% of the parents are not fulfilling the needs
of their girl child in accordance with their financial status. 6.36% of the girls felt
that their parents have no interest in attending their personal problems and settle
them. It is also found that 3.64% of the girl students are not getting sufficient
care and support from their parents in their personal difficulties. 22.12% of the
adolescent girls feel that they are being isolated in their home. 20.30% do not get
opportunities in schools to share their mental and emotional problems with their
teachers. Teachers even seem to insult 12.42% of the adolescent girls before others
including their colleagues and other students. Teachers talk or deal hurt 5.76%
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girl’s emotions and 5.45% of them even misinterpreted or blamed despite the
healthy relations with the male teachers. A few girls faced so many restrictions
at their home and school as they are born as girls. Some teachers humiliate girl
students before the public. They also faced mental torture while travelling and
public conveyance.

From the above data, it can be inferred that some of the adolescent girl’s
experiences sex discriminations at home and schools. They are getting neither
proper care nor love from parents and teachers comparing to boys. They felt
insecurity even at home. They are suffering severe restrictions even to express
their emotions at home and schools.

Gender discrimination faced by adolescent girl students for the total sample

The revealed data shows that 14.85% of adolescent girls felt that brothers have
better consideration at home than that of girls. 11.21% of the adolescent girls opined
that their parents ignore their girl children’s suggestions and interventions while
making important decisions on familial affairs.19.69% of the girls shouldered with
the entire household chore at home being a girl child. 21.82% of the adolescent
girls feel that they are always rebuked compared to their brothers at home. 16.36%
girls are restricted by parents from mingling with boyfriends of their age. 18.18%
girls feel that boys are given better consideration in the classroom process. 4.85%
girls faced negligence or discrimination in a mixed group for they were a girl child
and 8.18% says that they are not proud of being a girl child.

From the above discussion, it is found that some of the adolescent girls suffer
severe ignorance and discrimination at home and schools as they are being girls.
They felt that boys are getting better considerations at home as well as at schools.

CONCLUSION

The collected data enabled the investigators to pick out the adolescent girls
who faced problems including physical, sexual, and mental harassment and gender
discriminations. even though very few of them appear to have disclosed chances
for real atrocities, lion share of the children have fallen a prey to that is matter of
truth. It further calls for nurturing girls of this kind through supportive activities
contributing to lead them on helping to keep themselves going enhancing self-
confidence. This needs micro level analysis to accomplish and get at the derived
goal.
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GENDER DIFFERENCES IN AGRICULTURAL WAGE:
CONVERGENCE OR DIVERGENCE?

K. K. Hari Kurup*

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the question of convergence of male and female agricultural wage
rate in Kerala. Convergence has been examined through B-convergence approach at two
levels. One, convergence has been estimated independently for male and female agricultural
wage rates and, two, a combined regression is estimated to examine the convergence
between male and female wage rates. The two major findings that emerge from this study
are first, that there have been differences between male and females wage rates with male
wage rates consistently higher than that of female wage rate. Second, there is statistically
significant divergence between the wage rates of males and females indicating the widening
gap between male and female wage rates.

Keywords : AgriculturalWage, Gender, Convergence Analysis, Kerala, Wage
Inequality, Female Wage Rate, Male Wage Rate.

Gender Differences in Agricultural Wage: Convergence or Divergence?
Kerala economy was characterized by a higher share of wage labour than other
states due to the predominance of cash crop cultivation in agriculture and labour
intensive agro processing activities in industry and trade and transportation and
related occupations in the service sectors (Kannan 1998). The increased level of
organized strength of workers in the rural and informal sectors has led to much
higher wage rates for rural workers in Kerala than the national average and to

* Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Govt. College Kasaragod, Kerala.
email: kuruph@gmail.com
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that of neighbouring states. Rural labour market of the state stands apart in many
ways such as higher rate of unemployment; better working conditions; effective
protective cover; and so on. “rural sector of the state is increasingly characterized
by impersonal and institutionalized relations, largely on account of trade unions
and the state” (Ramesh 2005).

The rural labour market in Kerala is characterized by a number of paradoxes.
Kerala has the highest rate of unemployment in India. At the same time it enjoys
one of the highest wage rates for rural labourers including agricultural labourers
(Vaidyanathan 1994).When it is claimed that rural unemployment is rising
in Kerala, there are reports to the effect that there is a shortage of rural labour
especially in the agricultural sector in the sense that employers are willing and
are actually seeking to hire additional workers at the going wage rate but find no
more available at that rate. An attempt at analysing wage rate for men and women
is important as women get relatively low wage rates compared to men. The work
and labour force participation of women have attracted a great deal of interest in
the development debate as it influences and is influenced by a wide range of socio-
economic and demographic characteristics (Susan 2012).

Kerala is well known for gender equality. But even after the introduction of
MNREGP scheme, women get lower wage rate than male wage rate. Women
have no bargaining power because they do not have membership in trade union
as opposed to men. Wage discrimination is found between male and female
agricultural workers and female wage rate in the agricultural sector is conditioned
by the MNREGP wage (Kairunnisa 2014).Women labour force constitutes an
important segment of the labour force in Kerala and their participation in the
labour force is gradually increasing in the labour market. Wage work in Kerala,
as elsewhere, in a number of fields is sharply differentiated along sexual lines.
There are only a few occupations, which are the exclusive preserve of either men
or women. Even, when men and women work in the same industry, one can find
a clear distinction between men’s and women’s work.One of the most widely
publicized indicators about Kerala women's status is the sex-ratio which was 1,032
and 1,040 according to the census of 1981 and 1991 and 1058 and 1084 in 2001 and
2011 respectively. Moreover, Kerala was the only state in India wheygwemen had
a favourable sex-ratio not only in these four censuses, but in every census since
1901. Sex-ratio is considered a very positive indicator regarding women's social
position. Achievement of Kerala women in the field of higher education is also
impressive. As per the 2011 census, Kerala state occupies the highest literacy rate
i.e. 93.9% and the female literacy rate was 92%.
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Historically, Kerala economy is agro - based and a major proportion of women in
the labour force work in agriculture and traditional industries like cashew, coir and
handloom. Men were able to opt out from agriculture and seek new employment
avenues elsewhere when they encountered low prospects in agriculture. Women
have remained, however, in the agricultural sector, accepting the traditional
practice of paying wages to women at half the rate for men. Increasing casualization
of work, falling incomes, and increasing insecurity of employment are the real
threats endangering the interest of women in the agriculture sector.

Rural wageisanimportantcomponentof ruralincome. Itis the major determinant
of lively hood security of rural households. The agricultural wages have been used
as a proxy variable for studying the level of poverty and living standards in the rural
areas. Kerala’s rural labour market is different from other states. Paradoxically, in
Kerala wage rate is very high along with huge unemployment. In such a context,
it is important to analyse the trends in real wage rate for men and women. Does
wage inequality between male and female workers exist in the agricultural labour
market? If so, are the possibilities of wage disparities being removed at least in
the long run?The broad objective of this paper is to examine the possibilities of
longterm convergence of agricultural wage rate in Kerala for male and female.

The significance of the present study on the empirical front is that it uses the
latest available official data on agricultural wages. The convergence analysis
approach is a novel tool in the area of labour studies.

Data and Methodology

The principal source of data used in this study is the Agriculture Wage in
India (AWI) annually published by the Directorate of Economics and Statistics,
Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India and Agricultural Wage in India
annually published by the Labour Bureau, Government of India. The state wise
data corresponds to the period from 2006-07 to 2013-14. Labour Bureau provides
state wise data on sex-wise distribution of workers and percentage of cultivators,
agricultural labourers, workers in household industry and workers from other
states and agricultural wage components namely ploughing, sowing, weeding,
harvesting and other agricultural operations.

Empirical Methodology

On the empirical front, issues in modelling and testing convergence are far
from settled. As Islam (2003) observes, either conditional or unconditional, the
informal and formal cross section approaches, the panel approach, or the time
series approach, (in part) all have studied  convergence. These approaches have
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generally dealt with convergence across economies (although the proposition of
convergence in neo classical growth theory is within an economy) in terms of per
capita income level. There are two important methods for measuring convergence.

They are
1) P convergence
2) o convergence

In the present study, we follow the B convergence approach. We investigate
the B-convergence in the wage rate of male and female agricultural workers across
districts in Kerala.

The model

To empirically evaluate the convergence, the following steps are adhered to.
First, we separately find out the convergence of male and female over time. For this,
we take the log of male and female real wage rates. The trends in the logarithmic
value of male wage rate are calculated using the two trend equations as below

Where

v, &y, = log of real wage rate of male &female respectively
t = time

a = constant

p = regression coefficient

The antilog of  is defined as b. The convergence or divergence depends on the
value of b. This would provide us with information on the trends in the individual
series on male and female real wage over time. Convergence or divergence between
male and female wage rate is estimated by running a regression on the difference
of fitted regression lines of male and female as in equation (3).

r1i—y)=a+ft- - ————————————— (3)
Where

y,- ¥, = difference in the log of real wage of male and female

After finding the f value, we find its b value and interpret its result as below.
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Under b convergence, the time path of b®(b # 0) will be
Divergent if |b| =1
Convergent if |b]| <1
The hypothesis set for testing is
Null hypothesisH,: b = 1; implying constant series
Alternative hypotheses (i) H,:b = 1 ;implying divergence
(ii)H,: b < 1 ; implying convergence

Where b = 1 implies convergence in the wage rate in the long run. Male
and female wage rate is divergent in the long run, if b > 1. If b= 1, it implies
constant series. The level of significance for the acceptance of null hypothesis is
taken to be 5%.

Convergence of Wage Rate in Kerala

When it comes to the question of wage rate, women get lower wage than men
in Kerala. Wage work in Kerala, as elsewhere, in a number of fields is sharply
differentiated along sexual lines. There are only a few occupations, which are
exclusive preserve of either men or women.In the context of agricultural wage
rate and agricultural wage equality, a pertinent question arises as to whether the
female wage rate tends to converge towards male wage rate. The implications of
the wage equality of Kerala can be observed in the phenomenon of “convergence”
across the state. If the growth of female wage rate is higher than the male wage
rate, there is reason to believe that female wage would be growing faster on an
average than the male wage rate.

Trends in the Wage Rate of Males and Females in Kerala.

Agricultural wage data collected from labour bureau from the year of 2006 July
to 2013 June has been plotted in the figure 1 which shows the trends in male wage
rate and female wage rate of agriculture workers. The figure reveals thatwage rate
of men in the agricultural sector is consistently above that of female. Surprisingly,
the deviation between male and female wage rates widens over time.
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Figure 1: Trends in the wage rate of Male and Female in Kerala.
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Source: Estimated from Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour and Employment,
Govt. of India.

The regression models (equation 1 & 2) on wage rates of male and female of
Kerala have been estimated as under

y1=529+4+0014t—-—-——-"—-"—-—-"—"—"—-"—"—-—— —— — — — (3)
YV2=508+0013t— ———————— —— —— —— —— — (4)

We have two regression lines that are plotted in a single graph. This can be seen
from the following figure.

Figure 2: Regression lines forWage Rates ofMale and Female in Kerala
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The thick line shows the regression line of male real wage rate. The other
line shows the regression line of female wage rate. These individual regression
lines suggest that both male and female wage rates in the agricultural sector
are increasing over time with male wage rates consistently above that of female
wage rate. This result, however, is inadequate to address the crucial question of
convergence of male and female wage rate in the long run. This is accomplished
through a simultaneous analysis of the convergence.

Simultaneous Testing of convergence

The independent regression results for male and female agricultural wage
rates are inadequate to explain the simultaneous convergence or divergence of the
male and female wage rates. It provides only a unidirectional relation of male and
female over time. The simultaneous analysis of convergence is arrived at through
estimating a regression of difference in male and female wage rates as explained
below.

Y=(y1—y2)=a+ft—-———————————— ———— —— (3)
After finding the p value, we find its b value and interpret its result as:
Divergent, if |b] =1
Convergent if |b| < 1

The estimatedregression is presented below.

y=0213+0001t - ————————————— —— — — — (3a)
Table: 1 Estimate of b convergence from the Regression of Difference
Kerala ¢l t - value p - value B t - value p -value | b-value RE DW
0.213 -200 {0.00F} | 0.001 100 {0.00%} 1001 | 1 | 0.025

Source: Estimated from the Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour and Employment,
Govt. of India.

Parameters of the estimated regression for testing simultaneous convergence
are presented in equation 3a. Similarly, p and bvalues are calculated and reported
in Table 1. As in independent regressions for male and female, the combined
regression of differences too exhibits robust results. p is estimated to be 0.001 and
in turn b is found to be 1.001, with statistically significant t ratios. Going by the
rules of convergence/divergence based on b value (1.001 which is greater than 1)
suggests that there is statistically significant divergence in the wage rate between
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male and female over time. The dimension and path of divergence is visible
through the plotted b curve as shown below.

Figure 3: f convergence of Male and Female Wage Rates
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Source: Estimated from the Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour and Employment, Govt.
of India

Divergence in the combined regression suggests that the gap is in fact
broadening. This goes in contradiction of gender equity, equal wage for equal job,
and the living conditions and economic status of women agricultural workers in
Kerala.

Conclusion

In the agricultural sector of Kerala, male workers earn higher wage than the
female workers. Analyses of b convergence test statistically significant divergence
in the wage rate independently for males and females over time. A combined
regression of the difference between male and female wage rates has specifically
brought out the divergence over time in the wage rates. This raises many concerns.
One, agricultural wage rates has been low for females as compared with males.
Divergence in the combined regression suggests that the gap is in fact widening.
This goes against concerns of gender equity, equal wage for equal job, and the
living conditions and economic status of women agricultural workers in Kerala.
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3 T AT T2 o A1 Ivg, AATH 3, ATehe FTEAH [XATST o6 HATTorh d1 LT af
Tel gataea< T ST I2ar 8 | AT T o gee ff W1 92ar g | SHh a |
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TT g T g 1o — “TLTEA ATAT IH =l 3 | SATAT TAT U UHAT F1A & , ore=
& FT AFAT FATT T FH AT ¢ 99 a1 T8 & T AT 7 I TATHRIAT TAT <
o AT T T AT UAT TRUATEl TS g (STHaRT @IHarsiT siad: Sied & gt qaa-r
T=AT & | T ofF URT g S Sfad Jeear # Serar T Agl wgl o1 9T |73,

foaT o Tay & qeT Jgt HewT | SAfsh Tger TS TERT 94T A8t
g5 | aTe # ATt (U5 aia) F AT W@ AT T=aT F a7 THHU ST gIh SHE
& UTE FAT ATAT g | AR THE IHehT SATEAT AL IAhT TG ATATH TohT ATTE
s <t g o ST & |THe gaieaTas gu VAT 52 JieNT | 3RTe (& Je g1 @y
THIE AT a8 et 747 T ST T FATSEA g7 AT | g THTEE gAd ol 7Tt #6F
AT I AUATH A0 F=end §| 37 Fgdl g —F a7 THOIT I U 21 T 0T =72
q "3,

qAThs THE o STHTT & A9 S Fal | Ao ST ZATIT F 29 T Tga
HToTT, 3T TTE o 7 il AT FTAHTL ATLAT o STHTT 6 ATHA T Fgl | ITeh AT
AT T 2 & qTRE Fae TEAATl a5HT I T F il gaRT qi4
TRl g | 99 FAT BT T 39 TATAN | A A THE F JATH QAT hiolT T
U STHTAATAT | TS 6 56 ®I9 § A0 Al [T 92 397 (@318 3T g 991
TA 2 I — “TH FTE AAT-HUET & 3 ST ST hY T2 AT, I T SfF L 3T IATX
& e I3 27| TEATH &H H TET [ ST T AR ad1dT & | Tl &1 q(d ST
FEAT § SHHT STHLI FLAT T2dT & A (e gf # g HA™T 9=ar § | At o1
SO o ST ATl SITATE & T ST AT STAee & 3T § A T Faal g al
g oH T gHATAT & [GATE gT STTUAT | AThe TSTAT ST SIRT AT HefeA T AT
=t g - A strers AT sreHt 7 ATt fow 9 —are w7 & &Y, 9 o A Aver
H AT AT I T 2 ST § U 9T 698 6 61 qI97 h ASgL LAl Bl LY

AT A9 T Tl ¢ | AThed ST ST Soold T FATA 3 ATAT § ad IAHT T
ST BT ST g | STAshTe il SaTelT § Geahc ToT=T & 9 agl % a1< § T al
Segie UHT Fgl Toh —“aTeh [ 39 AT [ Fls SHhT of T ¢ ... qg! TTANT o1 F
TITHAT 27| Sve AT TRAT § Tgd AT AT, ZAU & 98 Ta%8, g |l a1
= | TgAT ATEAT ¢ | ATehed TRIRATT 7 Iv AT A4 &l AL FHT <ol F% |
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AT T TEATHT AT § AT AT 2L, TgHT gl AT | AT =0 3T *
T F oG 7 Tg F (@@rdT o = a0t | off UHT arehd ¢ =9 UF |97 |
q2q T | AT 2@ F a7 Aest wgaaret qgieay arr  afiRefy o s
HATRT THHART AT 70 U =27 o T 8 | T AT 8ot i o |1 LT
ATl aT TATS 39 TF qTAqAT A ATHE @I | TE AR g 39 SHE
& AT S 7 A0 2 ST 8 | T SURATe g9HA Ay fAwet w7 T4 ' arswt
& ATHA T9T X g | TTAemer Feaarett 97 7 el = 20 39=a19 ¥ i@ g |
AT THT § TR ST q&aT o 2T 8 | UH =77 o s Sarsy IS0
SHTXT WSl ¢ | SATAT ol ATTAERT S99 S BT Tg AATATL o [GeTh SATaTe 35Tl & |

TATIU ZH Fig Tohd § geATAT Ueh UHT IUATH SEH ToATH ST AT Tl GAT =1
YA & | T2 AT Aol Tg IUITH AT A il fSeaqerdr &1 Tal (<=7 T&qdq Fd @ |

Tqeas] TAT

1. ZATAT —ATATAGTH HILATA T TR 20 9%, . I H 932,

2. Tl ER gy g |
3. FEr, g9 U<
4. T, IS H Ly
5. @&r, IS ¥ e
6. T=l,ISH 1%
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